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To EBviko lNMapko
kKat o ®opeag
Alaxeipong

XeApou - Boupatkou

To EBviko MNMapko XeApoU - Boupaikou BeopoBetn-
Bnke pe okono Tn dtathpnon Tng BlonotkiAdTNTag,
TWV PUOLK®Y NOPWV KAl TNG AVAYVWPLOPEVNG OLKO-
AoylKNG aglag Twv PUOLKWY 0LKOGUGTNUATWY TNG €U-
pUTEPNG MEPLOXNG TOU 0peLVOU ByKou Tou XeAHoU Kat
Tou Boupaikou notapou. H ouvoAikh €kTacn Tou
EBvikou Mapkou avépxetat nepinou oe 544.000
oTpEPATA.
To EBviko Mapko Xehpou - Boupaikou, oploBerei-
TaL 0Ta OUTIKA ano Tov UdpOoKpiTn Tou Boupaikou no-
TapoU, mou nnyazet and Tnv neptoxn Tou MptoAtBou
2 (1.000y.), oxnpartizovrag pera ta KahaBputa To ne-
pipnuo papdyyt Tou Boupaikou, kat oTa avatoAka
and Tov udpokpitn Tou KpaBt, nou pazelet Ta vepa
TWV OPEWVAV PEPATWY YUpw anoé Tnv ZapouxAa. XTd
VOTLAVATOAIKA nepAapBavel Tunpa tng nedtadag Tou
®eveou kat Tnv Texvnth Aigvn Tng Adgag, nou Bpi-
okovtat oto N. KopwBiag, ota Bopela nepthapBa-
VEL TNV NapdAla Zwvn nou neplkAeietal avapeoa
0TOUG OUO MOTANOUG, EVM 0TA VOTLA oploBeTeiTaL ano
Tov UdpoKpiTn Tou notapou Apoaviou, n Aekavn
anoppong Tou onoiou anoTeAel unoAekdavn Tou Ad-
dwva.

Y1a opta Tou EBvikoU Mapkou nepthapBavovrat ot
akOAouBeg 4 EWdkEG Zaveg Atathpnong (Meploxeg

viBonavida
AaBpUTwv” (GR
ZKOMOG TNG avaknpu
AELTOUpYiag TOU OPGVUO
N MNPOoTacia Kat n xpnotn

Bel n NANpNG Kataypaen Tng xAwpidag TnG ne-

KIAOTNTAG TNG (GUONG Kal TOU TOMiou, WG PUGLKN KAN-
povopla eBvikng Kat naykooptag onoudatotntag. O
®opeag Aiaxeipiong XeApou - BoupaikoU eival
€E0UCLOOOTNHEVOG e appHOOLOTNTEG Kal EUBUVEG, oL
onoieg peTa&u aMwv nepthapBavouv: a) Tnv napa-
KoAoUBnon Kal EKTIINON TNG EQAPHOYNG TWV Ka-
VOVIOp @V, B) Tov €Aeyxo Twv napepBaoewv otnv ne-
ptoxn, y) TN yvewpod0TNoN yla TNV NPoEyKpLon Xw-
poB&tnong kat Tng B€oniong neptBaAlovTik®y
opwv KAn. MapdAnAa e@appodzel npoypdappata
Kataypagng kat napakoAouBnong Twv aBloTikwy Kat
BloTikwv napapetpwy (bio-monitoring) Twv anet-
AoUpEevVWY 0LKOOUGTNUATWY KAl ONHAVTIK@V Kat
onaviwy 0wV, Npoypaupara nepUBAAAOVTIKAG K-
naideuong kKaBwg kat Eevaynoelg evrog Tou EBvL-
kou [apkou.

Blonotk\oTnTa

H owkoloytkn agia Tng NepLoxng 60ov apopa oTov
XAwpLdLkd TG nAouTo eival TepdoTia. AvtioTolxa
a&ldloyn eivat kat n navida, n onoila nepthapBavel
ONPavTKO aplBud eviopwy, apeBinv, epneTay, Nou-
Alwv Kat BnAaoTIKGV.

H yewpoppoloyia Tou edapoug, n dlapdppwaon dia-
(POPETLKWV OLKOOUGTNHATWY, TO UYOHETPLKO €U-
pOG, GE OUVOUAOHO PE TNV EVAAAGYN TWV €MOXWV,
£X0oUvV OUPBAMEL 0TN OLOPOPPWON NOKIAWY PLKpO-
B€oewV,0TLC OMOoiEG Ta PUTLKA €1ON €xoUV Npooap-
00Tel €€aLPETIKA €D KaL EKATOPHUPLA XpoOVLa. TV
€PLOXN Ex0UV KaTaypapei neptooorepa and 1.000
10N KaL unoeidn QuTAY, av Kat Oev EXEL OAOKAN-
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Diakofto-Kalavryta Railway.
A hundred'and thirteen years ago, the rack railway,
starting from the coastal town-of Diakopto and run-
ning along the river, has "built* bridges and "dug” tun-
nels and with the use of its cogs, it has managed to
climb up until Kalavryta.
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The National Park of Chelmos - Vouraikos was
established in order to preserve the biodiversi-
ty, the natural resources and the ecological
value of the natural ecosystems in the area
around the mountain range of Chelmos and the
river of Vouraikos. The overall extent of the Na-
tional Park is approximately 54,400 ha.

The National Park of Chelmos - Vouraikos is bor-
dered by the watershed of Vouraikos River to the
west, which springs from the region of Priolithos
(1,000 metres) and forms the famous Vouraikos
Gorge near the town of Kalavryta and by the wa-
tershed of Krathi river to the east, which gathers the
waters of the mountain streams around Zarouch-
la. To the southeast, it includes part of the Feneos
plain and the artificial lake Doxa, which are locat-
ed at the regional unit of Corinthia. To the north it
consists of the coastline which is surrounded by the
two rivers, while to the south it is bordered by the
watershed of Aroania River, whose drainage basin
is a sub-drainage basin of Ladon.

The National Park of Chelmos - Vouraikos con-
sists of 4 Sites of Community Importance - SCI
(Natura 2000 areas), which are the following:

1. Mount Chelmos Styx Waters (GR232002)
2. Vouraikos Gorge (GR2320003)

3. Aesthetic Forest of Kalavryta (6R2320004)
4. Kastria Caves (GR2320009)

It also includes the Special Protection Area on
the Conservation of Wild Birds, ie. “Vouraikos
Gorge and Kalavryta region” (6R2320013).

The purpose for the declaration of the National

The National Park
and the
Management
Body of Chelmos-
Vouraikos

Park and the respective Management Body'is the
preservation, the protection and the proper
management of the biodiversity of the nature and
the landscape as part of a natural heritage of na-
tional and international importance. The Man-
agement Body of Chelmos-Vouraikos has certain
jurisdictions and responsibilities. It is authorised,
among other things, to undertake the following
actions: a) monitor and evaluate the execution of
the regulations, b) control the interventions in the
region, c) give an opinion on arrangements con-
cerning zone limits and the enactment of envi-
ronmental rules etc. At the same time, it imple-
ments programmes which record and monitor
the abiotic and biotic parameters (bio-monitor-
ing) of endangered ecosystems and rare species,
and programmes of environmental education and
tours in the National Park itself as well.

Biodiversity

The ecological value as far as the region’s flora
is concerned is immense. The fauna, which
consists of a large number of insects, amphib-
ians, reptiles, birds and mammals, is also of con-
siderable importance.

The structure of the terrain, the development of
different ecosystems, the range of the altitude,
in combination with the alternation of the sea-
sons, have contributed to the formation of vari-
ous niches where plants grow, to which they have
already adjusted since millions of years. There
have been documented more than 1,000 species
and subspecies of plants however the recording
of the flora of the region is not yet complete.




[dLaitepa a&oAoyn eival kat n navida TG NEPLOXAG,
n onola nepthapBavet 76 €idn acnovdulwy (oK®-
ANKEG, apaxveg, viopa K.A.M.), 4 £idn yaptav, 9 €idn
ap@Biwv (Batpaxoy, Tpitwveg) kat 18 €idn BnAa-
OTLK®WV MoU avapeod Toug nepthapBavovrat onavia
KalL mpooTaTeUoHevVa €idn, 6NwG Ta 5 €idn vuxTepi-
dwv, n Bidpa (Lutra lutra), n aypioyara (Felis sil-
vestris) k.a. I8waitepn pveia npéneLva yivel ota 149
€10n NouAL®v nou BploKouv poOVLPO h ENOXLAKO Ka-
Taguylo oto EBVIKO Mapko, kat avapeoa o€ auta, Ta
€UBANPATIKG peyAAa KAt HLKpa apnakTika, 6nwg o
xpuoaetog (Aquila chrysaetus), o @dagtog (Cir-
caetus gallicus), o netpitng (Falco peregrinus), 1o
oaivt (Accipiter brevipes], o toiptng (Milvus mi-
grans) kat o pnougog (Bubo bubo).

Opewog 'Oykog XeApoU

0 opelvog 0ykog Tou XeApou anoTelel €va Botavi-
K6 napadeloo otn Bopetla Mehonodvvnoo. H xAwpti-
00 TOU XapaKTNpizeTaL and Tnv oUYKEVTPWON uyn-
AoU aptBpou evdnpikav eldwv. Ewg onpepa €xouv
kataypapei 30 evonpka idn Tng MeAonovvnaoou kat
neptoootepa and 100 evonpikd Tng EAAAdag. Ta ovo-
HaTa apKETWV €10WV NAPANEPNOUV OE TOMWVUHLA TNG
nepLoxng, €ite ylati anoteAouv evonuLKka Tou XeA-
pou eirte ylati neplypd@nkav yla np®tn gopd otnv
neptoxn autn. Meptka ano autd eivat ta Bolanthus
chelmicus, Seseli aroanicum, Viola chelmea. Ent-
nAéov, N HovadlkOTNTA ToU OpeLvOU GUPMNAEYHATOG
opeiAeTat kat oTnv napousia Twv 5 TOMK@Y €von-
HiK@V, dnAadn €0V NoU 0E NAYKOOPLA KAIpaKa

nAwon Kat woLairep
avTlETWNIZEL Elvatl n 0
Endemic plant of the Pelog
and a particular habitual spe
(photo G. latrou).

QUovTal anoKAELOTIKA aTo XeApo. Autd eivat: Al-
chemilla aroanica, Corydalis blanda subsp. oxel-
mannii, Lonicera alpigera subsp. hellenica, Poly-
gala subuniflora, Valeriana crinii subsp crinii. H ot-
kohoylkn a€ia Tou opelvou Tomiou avadelkvueTal
aKOpN NEPLOCOTEPO, anod TNV MApouaia Tou QuToU
Globularia stygia, €idog npotepatoétntag Tng Eu-
pwnatkng odnylag (92/43).

ITnv neploxn enwnA€ov, anavratat nAnBwpa gap-
HOKEUTIK®OV 8@V 0nwg ewat To Toau (Sideritis
cladestina), 1o aokopno (Salvia officinalis), n pév-
1a (Menta longifolia) k.a.

21a aAnika ABadia Tou XeApoU zet €vag onpavl-
KOG aplBpog ed@v evdnpikov netahoudwv (Aemt-
dontepa). Oplopéva eidn oxnpatizouv oTnv neplo-
XN PKpoUG NANBucHoUG, evd kanota and autd, 6nwg
n Anthocharis damone, Thersamonia thetis, Erio-
gaster catax, Papilio alexanor, Parnasius mne-
mosyne, kat n vuxtonetaAouda Calimorpha quan-
tripunetaria, kavouv pla anoé TG AlyooTEG eppavi-
0€LG Toug oTov EANAIKO XWPO Kal pavep®vouv TV
HOovadLKOTNTA AUTWV TwV EVOLALTNHATWV KAl Tnv
avaykalétnTa npootaciag Toug and avBpwniveg
napepBacelg. X1a aAnika AtBadia Tou XeApou dia-
Blouv oplopEva oNPAvTKA L8N NTNVQY, ONWG N XL0-
vada (Eremophila alpestris), o xtovowahing (Pru-
nella collaris), o netpokotoupag (Monticola saxa-
tilis), n oBapviotpa (Tichodroma muraria), n keAa-
da (Anthus pratensis), o xwovootpouBog (Monti-
fringilla nivalis), n netponépdika (Alectoris graecal,
devdpoatapnBpa (Lullula arboreal).

506 lporepatorntag.tng 0dnyiag 92/43. Eppavizet neploptopévn e€a-
on. DUETAL 0€ AMOHOVWHEVEG MEPLOXEG KAL N KUPLOTEPN AMEIAN MoU

uropean Directive 92/43. It has a limited distribution
and the most imminent.threat is its collection.



The region’s fauna is particularly significant. It in-
cludes 76 species of invertebrates (worms, spi-
ders, insects etc.), 4 species of fish, 9 species of
amphibians (frogs, tritons) and 18 species of
mammals, with many rare and protected species
among them, such as the 5 species of bats, the
otter (Lutra lutra), the wildcat (Felis silvestris), etc.
It is particularly important to mention the pres-
ence of 149 bird species which find permanent or
temporary refuge in the National Park. Among
these birds there are the emblematically big and
small birds of prey, such as the golden eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos), the short-toed snake eagle
(Circaetus gallicus), the peregrine falcon (Falco
Peregrinus), the levant sparrowhawk (Accipiter
brevipes), the black kite (Milvus migrans) and the
eagle-owl (Bubo bubo).

The mount Chelmos

The mountain range of Chelmos is a botanic par-
adise in Northern Peloponnese. The mountain’s
flora is characterised by a large number of en-
demic species. There have been listed up to 30
endemic species of in the Peloponnese and
more than 100 Greek endemics until now. The
names of many of the species derive from local
place names, either because the species are en-
demics of Chelmos or because they were de-
scribed here for the first time. Some of them are
Bolanthus chelmicus, Seseli aroanicum, and Vi-
ola chelmea. In addition, one of the reasons why
this mountain range is unique is due to the pres-
ence of 5 local endemics; species which exist ex-
clusively in Chelmos and nowhere else in the
world. These are: Alchemilla aroanica, Corydalis
blanda subsp. oxelmannii, Lonicera alpigera
subsp. hellenica, Polygala subunifloraandVale-

Colias crocea.

Metalouda pe eupeia
e€anAwon oTnV NEPLOXN
Tou EBvikou Mapkou
Butterfly with extended
distribution

at Chelmos - Vouraikos
National Park.

(photo MB Chelmos-
Vouraikos)

riana crinii subsp crinii. The ecological value of
the mountainous landscape is more strongly
manifested by the presence of the plant Globu-
laria stygia, which is a priority species of the:Eu-
ropean Directive 92/43. Directive (92/43).

There is also a large number of pharmaceutical
plants in the region such as ironwort (Sideritis
cladestin], sage (Salvia officinalis), horse mint
(Mentha longifolial, etc.

In the Alpine plains, there is a large number of
endemic butterflies (Lepidoptera). Some of
these species form small populations in the re-
gion, while others such as the Anthocharis da-
mone, the Thersamonia thetis, the Eriogaster
catax, the Papilio alexanor, the Parnasius
mnemosyne, and the moth Calimorpha
quantripunetaria, make one of their few ap-

Aquilegia ottonis subsp. ottonis Orph. ex Boiss.

(Akouthéyla Tou 0Bwva). H «kohopniva Tng ZTuyog»
elval éva ano ta evonpika guta Tng EAAadag. AvBizet
vwpig To kaAokaipt yUpw anod Tnv onnALd TnG XTUyoG.
The "Columbine of Styx" is a Greek endemic plant. It
sprouts early in the summer around the Cave of Styx.
[photo G. latrou).




To ®apayyt Tou BoupaikoU notapol
‘Exouv kataypagei puTika €idn pe Wiaitepn ent-
oTnHovikn aia, evdnplkd, onavia Kat npoota-
Teuopeva. EvdelkTika avapépovtal Ta Silene con-
glomeratica (Tonkd evONpLKO Tou @apayylou),
Peucantanum achaicum, Aurinia moreana, Cam-
panula topaliana subsp. cordifolia k.a.

H notwkiAia kat n evaAhayn Twv evélatrnpatwy géoa
0TO PapdyyL cuvBETOUV Eva ONPAVTIKG KaTa@UyLo
ayplag Zwng otn Bopeta Melondvvnoo.

210 Kpua vepa Tou Apodaviou Zouv U0 eVONPLKA 10N
waplv, n néatpoga (Salmo magrostigmal kat o
xapooouptng (Barbus peloponnesius).

Anoé Ta BnAaoTikd nou €xouv Kataypa@et aTnv ne-
ploxn, WdLaitepng Npocoxng xpnzet n Bidpa (Lutra
lutra). LTa onnAala Kat 0TI OXIOPEG TwV Bpaxwy
Zouv apKeTa €idn vuxtepidwv (Miniopterus
sehreibasi, Myotis blythii, Myotis myotis, Rhi-
nolopgus blasii, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum), Ta
onoia xphzouv WLaitepng npoaTaciag e€atriag tng
KATAOTPOPNG TWV EVOLALTNHATWV TOUG.

Mewnapko XeApou - BoupaikoU

O popéag daxeiptong XeAgou-Boupaikou BéAovTag
va oupBaAel oTnv NpowBnon dpdoewv eVAAATKTL-
KoU TouplopoU, onwg eivat o MewTtouplopog, Kat di-
VOoVTag €UQacn oTnv NpooTacia Kat avadelén Tng ye-
wAoylkng kAnpovoptag, To 2009 €ywve pélog Tou Eu-
pwnatkoU AtktUou Mewndpkwy (EGN) kat Tou may-
koopou Aktuou (GGN] uné v awyida Tng UNESCO.
H npootateudpevn neploxn neptAapBavet onpav-
TIKOUG ewTonoug, dnAadn YEWAOYLKEG MEPLOXEG MOU
€xouv LOlaiTepn €NLOTNPOVIKN, AloONnTIKA, eknat-

Asperula arcadiens

Evonpiko guto Tng Bop
Endemic plant of N. Pelopo
(Photo G. latrou)

0euTlkn aia aAAd Kal apxatoAoyLlko, OLKOAOYLKO,
LOTOPLKO N MOALTLOTIKO EVOLAPEPOV.

AUo and Toug onpavTkoTepoug NewTonoug Tng ne-
ploxng eivat:

i) To ZnAAawo Twv Atpvav ota KaoTtpua

To onnAalo napouctdzel EALPETIKO YEWAOYLKO,
NaAatovToAoyLkoO Kat apxatoAoyLko evdlapepov. Ei-
vat govadtko oTo eid0g Tou Adyw TnG Unap§ng Oe-
KATPLOV KALHOKWTWV ALUVQV OTLG OMNoieG OPEIAEL Kal
70 OVopad Tou. MolKIAOpOPPA OTAATKTIKA Kal 0Ta-
Aaypurika cupnAéypara kaBpentizovrat ota vepd Twv
Apvav. X10 onnAato dtaBlouv névre €idn vuxtepi-
0wV Kal dpKeTa €dn onnAatoBlwv opyaviopwy. To
e€epeuvnuévo PEPOG TOU XnnAaiou avepxeTal o€
1.980 pétpa, ek Twv onoiwv Ta 500 pétpa eivat ent-
oKEYLHa. MeTa€l TwV OLadOXIKWY KALHAKWT®V AL-
pva@v éxouv avantuxBet, pe Tn ouvexn eni xIA\Ladeg
xpovia evanoBeon oTAAAKTIKNG UANG, npwToTUNa At-
BwpaTikd gpaypata UYoug Ewg 4 PETpa, Mou Ka-
BloTouv To onnAato povadikd mpaypaTika oayn-
VEUTLKO pvnpeio TnG pUONG.

ii) Ta'Ydara Tng ZTUyog

MpokeLTat yia 1L NNyEG Tou notapou Kpabu oe uyo-
petpo 2.100 p. otn Bpaxawon kat entBAnTikn Ne-
paldoppaxn Tou 6pouc XeApog. Ta Ydata Tng ZTu-
yo¢ nnyazouv péoa and aoBeotoAlBoug nAkiag 150
eKaToppupiwv xpovwyv. KateBaivovrag To povond-
TLHETA TNV XTUYA, ouvavtape Toug AoAopiteg, pe Tnv
XAPAKTNPLOTIKN 00PN TOoug Kat nAnBog petapop-
QWPEVA NETPOUATA.

Movaortripi. Tou Méya ZnnAaiou.
The Mega Spilaio.Monastery



Hyla arborea.

AevopoBatpaxog.
Tree frog.

(Photo MB
Chelmos-Vouraikos)

pearances in Greece; a fact which reveals the
uniqueness of these habitats and the necessity
for their protection from human intervention. In
the alpine plains of mount Chelmos, there are
also some important bird species, such as the
shore lark (Eremophila alpestris], the alpine ac-
centor (Prunella collaris] the rock thrush (Mon-
ticola saxatilis] the wallcreeper (Tichodroma
murariaj, the meadow pipit (Anthus pratensis),
the snowfinch (Montifringilla nivalis), the rock
partridge (Alectoris graeca), and the woodlark
(Lullula arboreal).

The Vouraikos Gorge

The importance of Vouraikos Gorge, in terms of
flora species richness, is invaluable. A number
of rare and protected endemic species with
special scientific value have been listed. To
name but just a few, there is Silene conglomer-
atica (a local endemic of the gorge), Peucantanum
achaicum, Aurinia moreana, Campanula
topaliana subsp. the cordifolia etc.

The diversity and the alternation of the habitats
in the gorge, constitute a refuge for wild fauna
in Northern Peloponnese.

In the cold waters of the Aroanios River there are
two endemic species of fish, the brown trout
(Salmo magrostigma) and the fish Barbus pelo-
ponnesius.

One of the most important mammals that have
been recorded in the region is the otter (Lutra lu-
tra). Also, some types of bats (Miniopterus
sehreibasi, Myotis blythii, Myotis myotis, Rhi-
nolopgus blasii, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum] live
in the caves and the rock slits which need spe-
cial protection because their natural habitats are
being destroyed.

The Chelmos-Vouraikos Geopark

The management Body of Chelmaos-Vouraikos
became a member of the European Geoparks
Network (EGN] and the Global Geoparks Network
(GGN] under the supervision of UNESCO in
2009, with the purpose of promoting alternative
tourism such as geotourism and conserving
and enhancing the geological heritage. The pro-
tected area includes geological regions with spe-
cial scientific, aesthetic and educational value as
well as archeological, ecological, historical and
cultural interest.

Two of the most important geological places in
the region are the following:

i) The Cave of the Lakes at Kastria

The particular Cave has a great geological, pa-
leontological and archaeological interest. It is
unique in the world because it has thirteen cas-
cading lakes. From these lakes it derives its name.
Various stalactite and stalagmite formations are
reflected in the waters of the caves. In the cave
there exist 5 types of bats and a number of or-
ganisms that survive solely in caves. The cave's
explored length is 1,980 meters, 500 meters of
which are open to the public. The continuing dep-
osition of materials from the stalactites in be-
tween the successive cascading lakes, have led
to the development of original stone barriers with
a height of up to 4 meters, which make the cave
a unique monument of nature.

ii) The Styx Waterfall

The Styx waterfall is the source of the river Krathi
at an altitude of 2,100 meters. It is located at the
rocky and gracious peak of mount Chelmos
called Neraidorachi. The Styx waterfall springs
from lime stones which date 150 million years.
While descending the path after the Styx one sees
Dolomites with their characteristic smell and
many other metamorphic rocks.
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