IIpOOTATEVOHEVECG TIEPLOXEC
NATURA 2000
otn Avtikn EAAada

Protected areas
NATURA 2000
in Western Greece

OF RURAL AND COASTAL PROTECTED AREAS






BeAtiwon olakuBepvnong, dlaxeiplong kat agtpopiag
TWV AYPOTLKWY KAl TIAPAKTLWY TIPOCTATEVOUEVWY TIEPLOXWV
Katl ouPBOArN otnv bAoroinon Twyv NATURA 2000
otn AuTikr) EAAGOQ

Improving governance, management and
sustainability of rural and coastal protected areas and contributing
to the implementation of the Natura 2000 provisions
in Western Greece
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AVTIKELLEVO
TOU €pyoL BIG

To epyo «B.L.G: Improving governance, manage-
ment and sustainability of rural and coastal protect-
ed areas and contributing to the implementation of
the Natura 2000 provisions in IT and GR» uttoBAR-
Bnke oto mMhaiolo Tng MPOoKANONG ITPATNYLKWY
Epywv Tou Mpoypdpuatog Edagikng Zuvepyaoiag
EAAGSa - ItaAia 2007-2013. To €pyo evidooetal
otov Afova Mpotepatotnrag: 3. «BeAtiwon tng
moLoTNTag {WNG, TNV MPOOoTAscia Tou TePLBAANO-
VTOG KaL TNV EVIOXUON TNG KOWWVLKAG Kal TIOALTL-
OTLKIG OUVOXIG», ZUYKEKPLUEVOG 2TOXOG: 3.2. «AEL-
omoinon Kat BeAtiwaon tng amo kolvoUl pootaciag,
dlaxeiplon Twv PUOLKWY TIOPWY, PUCLKWY KAL TIPO-
ANWn TEXVOAOYLKWYV KLVOUVWV».

To €pyo oToxeleL 0Tn BeAtiwon tng dlakuBEpvN-
0NG Kat TNG BLWOLNG aglomoinong Twyv TapKwy Kat
Twv eploxwv “Natura 2000”. Ot otpatnykeg Mept-
PEPELAKNG AvAmTUENG PTOPOLV VA EVOWUATWOOLV
TOUG TOUELG TOL OXedLAOPOU, KATAYPAPNS Kal aro-
TOTIWOoNG Twv €WV (Species) Twv TAPKWY aUTWY
evioxbovtag diktua, umodopeg kat dpdoelg mpow-
BwvTag To yevikd opapa tng dlacvvdeong Toug.

OL dpdoelg amookomolv oTnV aneAeubepwon
Twv Topewv Tng Saxeiplong, omwe emiong Kat
NG avtaAAayng yvwong Kat TExvoyvwaoiag yia tnv
opaAn Aettoupyia Toug, aAAd Kal TNG avamtueng
OLVEPYLWV PETAEL POPEWV yla TNV dnulouvpyia
€VOG TIPAYHATIKOV avTAyWwVIOTIKOD TOUEA OTLC TiE-
PLOXEC TIAPEPPBACNG TOU EPYOU.

Baotkol okottoi Tou €pyovu ivat:

+ Kataypaer Twv el0wv Kat KaBopLlopo Twv
avaykwy Toug oTLg eploxeg “Natura 2000”.

+ Evioxuon oTpatnylkwy Kat yebodwv
avtaAAayng yvwong Kat TEXVOYVwWaoiag
yla tTn BeAtiwon Twy erunedwy dloiknong
TWV TIEPLOXWV.

+ Evioxuon Twv TEpLPEPELAKWY TIApATNENTNPiWY
yla tn BlomotkiAotnta otnv EANGda
KatL otnv ItaAia, peow tng dnulovpyiag
€VOG OLKTUOL TWV TOTIKWY APXWV.

+ Evioxvon tng duvatdtnTag Kat Suvaptkng
NG AeLToupyiag Twv TApKwyY
yla tTnv anoTeAEoUATIK LAoTOiNoN
Tou dikTvou “Natura 2000”.

+ Kolvég SLaouVopLaKESG OTPATNYLKES YL TN
Blwotun dlaxeipion kat aglomoinon
TWVY PUOLKWV TIOPWV.

+ Aglomoinon kat Blwotpotnta
TWV TIPOOTATEVOUEVWY TIEPLOXWV
HEOW CUYKEKPLUEVWY Kal TUAOTLIKWY dpdoewv
HE TN CUHPETOXM TNG KOWVWViag Twv ToAtTwy /
€UPL KOLVO OXETLKA HE TNV TIAPAKTLA
Kat 6aAdoola olkoouoTAPATA.

+ Evioxuon tng BLwolung TOUPLOTIKAG TPOCYPOPAG
TWV TIPOOTATEVOUEVWY TIEPLOXWV.

+ BeAtiwon TG avIaywvioTIKOTNTAG
TWV TOUEWY AUTWV.

Scope of the
BIG project

The project proposal «B.l.G: Improving gover-
nance, management and sustainability of rural and
coastal protected areas and contributing to the
implementation of the Natura 2000 provisions in IT
and GR» was submitted in the context of the Call
for Strategic Project Proposals of the European Ter-
ritorial Cooperation Programme, Greece-ltaly 2007-
2013. The project is subsumed under the Priority
Axis: 3. «Improving the quality of life, protection of
the environment and enhancement of Social and
cultural cohesion», Specific Objective: 3.2. «Valori-
zation & improvement of joint protection & manage-
ment of natural resources, prevention of natural and
technological risks».

The project aims at improving the governance
as well as the sustainable valorization of the parks
and the «Natura 2000» areas. The Strategies for Re-
gional Development can incorporate the aspects of
planning, recording and mapping/listing of species
living in these parks by adding to networks, infra-
structures and actions promoting the general vision
of their interconnection.

The actions are aimed at opening up the domains
of management as well as that of knowledge and
technical exchange of know-how in favour of opera-
tional smoothness and the development of syner-
gies between bodies, in order to create a real com-
petitive field in the project’s intervention areas.

The core objectives of the project are:
+ Creating an inventory of species in the
“Natura 2000" areas and determining their needs
Reinforcing strategies and methods pertinent
to knowledge and technical know-how exchange
in order to improve management efficiency
in those areas.
+ Supporting the regional observatories
for Biodiversity in Greece and Italy, though
the creation of a local network of authorities
+ Enhancing the potential and operational capacity
of the parks for the effective actualization /
operation of the «Natura 2000» network
+ Setting common cross-border strategies for the
sustainable management and valorization
of natural resources
+ The valorization and sustainability of protected
areas via specific and pilot actions pertinent
to coastal and marine ecosystems,
with the participation of citizens /
the general public
+ Promoting sustainable tourism
in the protected areas
+ Improving competitiveness in these areas.
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@opéag dlaxeiplong
YIPOTOIMNOI
KOTYXIOY - 2TPOOYAIAZ






KOTUXL - 2TPOQUALL

>T0 BopelodUTIKO dkpo TNG Melomovvioou,
amno ToO AKpWTINPLO Tou ApAEou PEXPL TIPLY AT
Ta Aexalvd, EKTEIVETAL N TIPOCTATEVOUEVN TIEPL-
oxn Yypotomnwv KoTtuxiou - Tpo@uALdg, n omoia
TieplkAgiel pgla Awpida yng pRkoug 25 xAW. Kat
Kupawvopevou TAAToug amo 0,5 €wg 4 xAy., e
€ktaon mepinov 160.000 otpgppata.

H meploxr autr dLEmeTal amno e161ko KabeoTWG
dlaxeipiong (Z0pBaon Ramsar, Katagpuyto Aypl-
ag Zwng, Meploxn diktvouv Natura 2000: Zwveg
Eldikig Mpootaciag yia ta MouAld kat Eldikeg
Zwveg Alatnpnong) ylati cuvduddel Tnv OTapén
ToLK{AWYV BLOTOMWY Kal xapaktnpiletal wg ot-
KOoUOTNHA LPNANG OLKOAOYLKNG KAl aLodnTIKNAG
afiag. AmoteAel evbldpeco otabud yia mMoAAd
anodnunTika ToVALd Kat Lhogevel pla mhovota
TIOLKIA LG PUTWV Kal {WwV, APKETA anod Ta omoia
xapaktnpidovtal wg omnavia [ wg anethovueva
€idn. To 2009 ocOppwva pe TNV LT aptB. 12365
KYA (®EK A’ 159/29-04-2009) ol xepoaigg, udatt-
VEQ Kal Bahdoaoleg TEpLOXEC TNG AlgvoBdlaocoag
KoTtuxt, Tou Adcoug XTPo@UALAG Kal TNG euplTe-
pNG TEPLOXNG TOUG XapakTnpidovtal weg «EBVIKO
Mdpko Yypotdmwyv KoTtuxiov - ZTPo@QUALAG», PE
opla Kat Wwveg TPOOoTACiag ToL TepLypagpovTal
otnv idla KYA.

Tnv evBLVN yla Tn dlaxeiplon, mpootacia Kat
dloiknon tou EBvikoU TMdpkou €xel o dopeag
Alaxeipiong Yypotomnwyv Kotuxiou - ZTPo@uALAS
Tou 1&pLBNke pe Tov N. 3044/2002 kat anoteAel
NIMIA pn KePOOOKOTILKOU XAPAKTHPA. ZKOTOG
NG Aettoupyiag Touv dopéa Alaxeiplong, eivat n
TPOOTACIA TWYV EVOLALTNUATWY TNG TIPOCTATEVO-
HEVNG TIEPLOXNG KAl CUYKEKPLPEVA TWV LYPOTO-
WY, TWV AUPoAOPWYV Kal Tou §ACOUG KOUKOU-
vapldg TNG ZTPOYUALAG - TOU TILO EKTETAPEVOU
ddooug kouvkouvaplag otnv EANAda. MapdAAnia
HE TNV TPOOTACIA, OTOXOG TOL PopEa eival Kat
N TIApOXH TANPOYPOPLWY KAl EVNHEPWONG YLd TNV
OLKOAOYLKI onuacia Tng mMepLoxng, Kabwg Kat n
vAottoinon TpoypPAPPATWY TEPLBAAANOVTIKAG K-
naidevong, Eevdynong Kal 0LKOTOUPLOKOU.

To EBvikO Mapko Yypotomnwy Kotuxiou - ZTpo-
QULALAG TiepLAapBavel €va TAOUOLO HWOATKO evEL-
alrtnUATwy VYPNANG olkoAoytkng a&iag kat atobn-
TIKAG. XapaKTNPLOTIKA OTOLXELA TNG TEPLOXNAG
arnoteAolv oL vypdToToL Kal oL TEPLBAANOVOEG
TIANUUUPLOPEVEG EKTACELG, TO HACOG KOLUKOULVA-
pLag, oL agpoBiveg kat ot acBeoTOALBLKOL AOWOL.

H meploxn tou EBvikoU Mdpkou xapaktnpile-
TalL ano tnv OMapgn MOLKIAWY LYPOTOTUKWY CUL-
OTNUATWY LYIOTNG onuaciag Kal e OLKOAOYLKA

OULVEXELA PETAEL TOUG. MOAAA PLIKpA TTOTAYLA KAl
Xeipappol TpoodoTtolv TNV TEPLOXN PE YAUKO
VEPO, TO omoio, e€altiag Twv APPoOAOPWY, dev
ptavel otn Bdhacca. Me autdv Tov TPOTO oxXn-
patidetal éva EKTEVEG LYPOTOTILKO cLOTNHA amd
AlpvoBdhaocoeg Kat €An.

Mopw armo T1¢ AlpvoBAlacoeg Kat Ta EAn anAw-
VOVTAL AVOLXTEG EKTAOCELG amo ALBadia motkilov
pey€Boug Tou TAnpupidouv emoxtkd. Toug Bep-
poug prveg ta ALBAdla sival oteyvd Kat anote-
Aouv evdlaitnua @wAldopatog yla omavia €idn
TIOVALWY OTwG vepoxeAidova kat vavoyAdpova.
To xelpwva Opwg, MAnUupidouy Kal yla avtod Kat
BewpolvTal avandomaoTo KOPUATL TWVY LYPOTO-
THWV.

TaMabpa Bouvd Bpiokovtal 6Tto BoOpeLo TUAHaA
TNG TPOCTATEVOUEVNG TIEPLOXNAG, AVAUEDA OTLG
AlpvoBdhacoeg Apagog kat Mpokormog. Ot aoBe-
oToALBIKOL dykol Twv Mavpwv Bouvwy eival ot
KUpLoL TPoYodoTEG TOL dACOLG OE YAUKO vEPO
EVW ATIOTEAOLV KATAPUYLO yld PIKPA ONAaoTIKd
Kat €idn epneTwy, KABWG Kal BECELG PWALACHA-
TOG Yl APTIAKTIKA TIOVALA.

3T0 BOPELOOUTIKO TPAKA TNG TPOOTATEVOE-
VNG MEePLOXNG BpiokeTtal To mepigpnuo Adcog Tng
S TPOPUALAG TIOU €ival TO TILO EKTETAUEVO HACOG
Koukouvapldg og 6An tnv EAAAda kat éva amd
Ta peyahvtepa otnv Evpwnn. To 6Aacog ZTpogu-
AldG, ouvoAlkng €ktaong 22.000 otpeppdTwy,
KaAOTTEL pia mapaAlakn dacikn Awpida péocou
TAATOUG Ttepinou 1.250 petpa Ye PIkpaA N peyd-
Aa dlakeva Kat EEPwTa. ITa avatoAlkd Kat vo-
TLa OpLd Tou, KaBWCE Kat Katd BE0ELG, UTIAPXOLY
Algvddovta vepd Kal PUOLKA 1) TEXVNTA KavaAla,
TIOU CLVTEAOULV OTO OXNUATLOPO Plag aAAnAouxi-
ag LYPWV Kal Xxepoaiwyv Blotomnwy. H akAnAouxia
avtn dnuloupyei €va olkooboTNUa PEYAANG BLo-
TIOLKIAOTNTAG.

Byaivovtag amd to PEKTO 6ACOG XAAETiOL
Te0KNG Kal Koukouvapldg kat odebovtag mpog
TNV TapAKTLa {Wwvn, cLVAvTA KAveig TO Omavio
Kal anetAoUPEVO BLOTOTIO TWV AUPOAOPWY 1 BL-
vwy. Ot Biveg oxnuatidovtal ané 6akacola aupo
HETAKLVOLUUEVN Pe TN Bonbela Twv OSUTIKWY
avEPWY Kal TwV Kupdatwy Tou loviouv MeAdyoug.
KataAapBavouv pia €éktacn 2.000 otpeypdTwy,
PTIOPOULV va QTACOUV 0 LYOS €wg 10 PETpa Kat
oe MAdtog amo 20 - 500 petpa. OL Biveg eival
€vag TUTIOG TapAKTLOU OLKOTOTOU, Kal Sladpapa-
TiZouv onuavTiko pOAo yla 0AOKANPO TO OLKOGOUL-
oTnUa Tou SAooUG KAl TWV LYPOTOTIWY PLAOEE-
vwvTag ondvia €idn xAwpidag kat mavidag.




Kotychi - Strofylia

On the northwestern tip of the Peloponnese,
from Cape Araxos up until Lechaina extends the
protected area of Kotychi - Strofylia, which in-
cludes a long strip of land 25 km in length and of
variable width, ranging from 0.5 to 4 km, with a
total expanse of approximately 16,000 hectares.

This area is governed by a special manage-
ment regime (Ramsar Convention, Wildlife Ref-
uge, Natura 2000 site: Special Protection Areas
for birds and Special Areas of Conservation) be-
cause within it many diverse habitats exist, and it
is characterized as an ecosystem of high ecologi-
cal and aesthetic value. It is a stopover for many
migratory birds and is home to a rich variety of
plants and animals, many of which are classified
as rare or as endangered species. In 2009, ac-
cording to No. 12365 Joint Ministerial Decision
(JMD) (OGG D 159 / 04.29.2009), the land, wa-
ter and marine areas of the Kotychi Lagoon, the
Strofylia Forest and the wider region are desig-
nated as the «National Park of Kotychi — Strofylia
Wetlands» with boundaries and protection zones
as described in the same JMD.

The responsibility for the administration, pro-
tection and management of the National Park lies
with the Management Body of Kotychi — Strofylia
Wetlands, established by National Law no.
3044/2002 as a nonprofit private legal Entity. The
operational purpose of the Management Body is
to protect the habitats within the protected area
and in particular the habitats of the wetlands, the
dunes and the pine forest of Strofylia - the most
extensive pine forest in Greece. At the same time,
in parallel with the task of protection, the Man-
agement Body’s tasks include the provision of in-
formation and the promotion of awareness con-
cerning the ecological importance of the area,
as well as the implementation of environmental
education programs, ecotourism programs and
eco-tours.

The National Park of Kotychi — Strofylia Wet-
lands presents a mosaic of different habitats
which include wetlands and seasonally flooded
expanses, the Umbrella pine forest, sand dunes
and calcareous hills.

The National Park area is characterized by di-
verse wetland systems, which are of paramount

importance and which have ecological continuity
with each other. Many small rivers and streams
provide the area with fresh water, which, because
of the dunes, never reaches the sea. This way an
extensive wetland system of lagoons and marsh-
es is formed.

Open meadows of various sizes spread out
around the lagoons and marshes that are sea-
sonally flooded. The meadows are dry during
the warmer months and become a nesting habi-
tat for rare species of birds such as the collared
pratincole (Glareola pratincola) and the little tern
(Sterna albifrons). The meadows are flooded dur-
ing winter, however, and they are therefore con-
sidered to be an integral part of the wetlands.
The Black Mountains are situated in the northern
part of the protection region, between Araxos and
Prokopos Lagoons. The Black Mountains’ lime-
stone massifs are the forest’s main freshwater
sources while they also provide refuge to small
mammals and reptiles and are nesting sites
for birds of prey.

The renowned Strofylia forest is situated in the
north-western section of the protected region. It
is the most extensive Pinus pinea in Greece and
one of the largest in Europe. Strofylia forest, with
a total area of 2.200 hectares, covers a coastal
forest strip with an average width of approxi-
mately 1.250m with small or large spaces and
clearings. There is stagnant water with natural
and artificial canals on its eastern and south-
ern borders, as well as in specific places, which
contribute to the formation of a sequence of wet-
lands and terrestrial habitats. This sequence cre-
ates an ecosystem of vast biodiversity.

Exiting the forest comprised of a mixture of Pi-
nus halepensis and Pineus Pinea trees, and travel-
ling towards the coastal zone, one can encounter
the rare and endangered dune habitat. The dunes
are formed by sea sand that moves with the aid
of westerly winds and with waves from the lonian
Sea. They occupy an area of 200 hectares and can
reach heights of up to 10 meters and widths rag-
ing between 20 and 500 meters. The dunes are a
type of coastal habitat and play a significant role
in the entire forest and wetlands ecosystem, be-
ing the home of rare species of flora and fauna.



The steno-endemic spieces Centaurea niederi. Photographic archive of the MBKSW.

Aropn TNG AluvoBdalacoag KoTuxiou. dwtoypapikd apxeio Tou ®AYKS.
View of the Kotychi Lagoon. Photographic archive of the MBKSW.
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Mavpa Bouvd kat oprvog ano dowvikormtepa (i Aapivyko, Phoenicopterus roseus).
dwToypdpog: EAEVN ZwTnpomovAou.

Black Mountains and flock of Phoenicoptera (or flamingos, Phoenicopterus roseus).
Photographer: Eleni Sotiropoulou.




To kavaAl Kevtpog 1ou dlaox(Zel To AAcOC 2ZTPOPUALAG.
dwToypapiko apxeio Tou PAYKS.

The Kentros canal traversing Strofylia Forest.
Photographic archive of the MBKSW.




Koukouvapleg 0to AAcOC 2 TPOPUALAC.
dwTtoypdpoc: AAe€dvdpa AvayvwaoTormouAou.

Pine trees in Strofylia Forest.
Photographer: Alexandra Anagnostopoulou.



Aropn NG AtvoBdAacoag MpoKoToG. dwtoypdpoc: HAlac latpod.
View of the Prokopos Lagoon. Photographer: llias latrou.

KouKkouvapleg 0To AACOC ZTPOPUALAC. dwToypdpog: AAeEdvbpa AvayvwatomolAou.
Pine trees in Strofylia Forest. Photographer: Alexandra Anagnostopoulou.

AtpvoBdhaooa NMpokorog kat Mavpa Bouvd. dwtoypdpog: EAEvn SwTnpomouvAou.
Prokopos Lagoon and Black Mountains. Photographer: Eleni Sotiropoulou.
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To ekkANnodkL Tou Ayiou MNeTpou otnv 6X6N TNS AluvoBdaAacoag MPOKOTOG.
dwToypapiko apxeio Tou PAYKS.

The church of St. Peter at the shore of the Prokopos Lagoon.
Photographic archive of the MBKSW.




Yypd ALBAdLA (XEHWVAG). dwToypdpoc: EAEVN ZwTnpomolAou.
Wet Meadows (winter). Photographer: Eleni Sotiropoulou.

AppoAogol kat 0To BAB0og 0 Ao KouvouTtEAL dwtoypdpoc: BaatAikr Oppavod.
Sand dunes and in the background the Kounoupeli Hill. Photographer: Vasiliki Orfanou.
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ALBapt, otn AlgvoBaiacoa KoTuxiou. dwtoypagikd apxeio Tou GAYKS.
Divari, at the Kotychi Lagoon. Photographic archive of the MBKSW.

Teixoc Avpalwv. dwtoypdpoc: Evayyedia Kapayidvvn.
The Dymaean Wall. Photographer: Evangelia Karagianni.
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XeAUOC - Boupalkoc

H mpootateudpevn meploxn Tou XeApou - Bou-
paikoL ekteivetal otoug Nopoug Axdiag kat Ko-
pvBiag kat oploBeTeital amd Toug LOPOKPITES
TWV ToTapwv Boupdikou, Kpdadi, Apoaviou kat
Tnv apdAta {wvn tou Alako@pTou.

TNV mepLOXN, puovTal PuTA Kat dtaBlovv {wa,
Ta omoia sival omavia r povadikd og MayKOouLo
eninedo. Ta €idn avtd anote oV PEPOG TNG Ta-
YKOOULAG BLOAOYIKNG KANPOVOULAG Kal €XOLME
nOLKn utoxpewon va ta dtapuldgoupe. Ita opLa
ToL ®A TeplAapBavovTal 5 TEPLOXES TOU ALKTUOL
NATURA kat ouykekplpéva 4 Elbikeg Zwveg Ala-
THpNONG:

+ 10 0Opog XeApog kat Ta'Ydata tng Xtuyog
(GR2320002)

+ 1o ®apayyt Tou Boupaikol (GR2320003)

+ 10 AloBnTIk6 Adoog Twv KahaBplTtwy
(GR2320004)

+ 1o XmnAato Twv Kaotpiwy (GR2320009)
KaBwg kat pta Zwvn Ewdikng Mpootaociag (ZEM)
NG opviBornavidag pe tnv ovopaoia:

+ «Opog XeApog (Apoavia) - dapayyt Boupdikou
kat meploxn Kahapputwv» (GR2320013).

YTIC MEPLOXEC AUTEC AauBdavovtal PYETPA, Ta
OTIOLd ATIOOKOTIOUV OTN dlaTAPNoN Kal oTnV aro-
KATAOTAON TWV (PUOLKWYV OLKOTOTIWV KAl TWwv
ayplwyv edwv xAwpidag kat mavidag, KaBWG Kat
otn dlatnpnon Twv BLAiTEPWY KOWVWVIKWY Kal
TIOALTIOTIKWY OTOIXEIWV TNG TOTIKNG KOWVWViag.

Opelvog 6yKog Tou XeApol

0 opevog Gykog Tou XeApou (Apodvia) Bpioke-
Tat otn Bodpela Melomovvnoo kat n WnAr Kopen
ota 2.355 pé€tpa eival kat n vpnAotepn. Xta ava-
TOALKA TOU OPELVOL AUTOV CUUTIAEYHATOG, OL Yn-
AOTEPEG KOPUYPEG OXNUATICOLY Eva TIETANO YUPW
amod TN pUBIkn Kothada Twv YOATwVY TNG XTLYOG,
OTIOU KAl OXNUatidetal €vag eVTUTIWOLAKOG Ka-
Tappaktng 200 petpa, evw oe uvpoueTpo 2.050
HETPpa BpiokeTal n povadikn aAtikr Aipvn tng
MeAomovvrioou, N MavpoAipvn.

Y10 XeAyod oxnuatidovtal olKOTOTIOL, AVEKTI-
pNTNG OlKOAOYIKNAG afiag. H povadlkotntd Toug
oPeileTal OTNV TAPOLGIA PUTIKWY Kal {WLKWYV
€WV PE ONUAVTIKO BLOYEWYPAPLKO eVOLAPEPOV
KatL oto vYnAd TocooTd evdnuiopol. To yeyovog
auTo dikaloAoyel To XApaKTNPLOPO TNG TIEPLOXNAG
TOL XeApPoL wW¢ «de€apevn BLOTIOIKIAOTNTAG». XTA
xapnAdTepa LYOPETPA LTIAPXOULV Ao KEPAAAN-
VIOKNAG EAATNG KAl Javupng mevkng, oxnuatiovtag
1davikd katagvyta yia OnAaoTikd.

dapdyyt Tou Boupaikol
To papayyt Tou Boupdikol Eekivdel Bopela

TOU OLKLOPOU Kdatw ZaxAwpov, o vwodpeTpo 730
HETPA Kal ouvexilel mapdAAnAd pe TO OPWVLHO
notapy, Stavdovtag anootaocn 20 XAY. pEXpL To Al-
ako@To. H AlBoAoykr cUOTAON TWV TETPWHATWY
TOu Papayytol Tou Boupdikol pe Tn ouvepylkn
dpdaon tou vepou, €xouv SLAPOPPWOEL KaTappd-
XTEG, OMNAALA PE OTAAAKTITEG Kal OTAAAYUITEG,
OULVOETOVTAG €va EVTUTIWOLAKO TOTIO yld ToV
ETILOKETTN. TLG (PUOLKEG OLOPPLEG TOL PaAPAYYLOU
umopei kaveig va Bavpdoel, eite pe medomnopia,
eite pe Tov 060VTWTO.

0 060vTWTOG eival n oldnpodpopLKn yPAUHR
TIOL yla TPWTN Yopd to 1896, Evwoe 10 Alako-
@10 pe ta KahdBputa. H ypappn dpxioe va kata-
okevdletal To 1891 emi KuBepvnoswS XaptAdou
TpikoUTn, amd MAAAOLG PNXavikoug Kdl n Kata-
OKELN TOU ATOTEAECE TPAYHATIKO ABAO, AOyw
Tou SuoBatov TNG TePLoxng. Elval n otevotepn
gv egvepyeia odoviwTn oldNPOSPOULK YPAUUN
oTtov KOopo, pge AAtog 0,75 PETPA KAl GUVOAIKO
UAKOG 22,6 XAU., evw n Stadpopn akoAouvBwvTtag
KATA UNKOG TO (papayyl Tou Boupaikou eival e€at-
PETIKOU KAANOUG. Ta OTEVOTEPA KAl WPALOTEPA
onyela Tou papayylou eivat otig Beoelg Nidpata,
Mopteg TpikALg, Zupwvt Kat Alkaotipla.

Ale0nTiko dacog KahaBpuTtwyv

>Ta voTLodUTIKA Twv KaAaBplTwy amlwveTtal
pla éktaon 17.500 oTpgppata TepAOTIOL dACIKOU
mAouToU, amoteholpevn and Ke@AAANVLakh NG
T, Javpn mevKn, apld, oupvdapt Kat eplyava. H
daolKkn auTr €KTaon Knpuxenke AloBnTikd Adoog
T0 1977, e€attiag TG onUAvTIKOTNTAG TWV TOTIWV
OlKOTOTWY, TNG XAwpidag kat tng mavidag. Emi-
TAEoV, amoTeAel TNV avTIMANPPLPLKNA aomida Twv
KahaBpOtwy. To AloBnTtikd Adoog xapaktnpidetal
armd evalhacodpevn Tormoypapia, otV omoia ot
mapandvw tomol BAdotnong mpoodidouv eva 161
aiTePO XaPaKTHPA KaL AVadELKVUOUV Th PUOLKI Kal
TNV atednTikr Tou afia. TNV avaykn mpootaciag
Kat dlatnpnong Tou dacoug, cuVTeAEL KaAL N LOTOPL-
KI TOL onuaocia, Kabwg edw BpiokeTal To pvnueio
EKTEAEOBEVTWY KATA TN MEPUAVIKI KATOXN.

IrAato Twv Atgvwy

Indvio dnuiolpynpa TNG PLONG Kal EeExwpL-
0TNAG OHopPYPLAG, eival To TrAato Twy Alpvwy oTa
KaoTtpld, mou anoteAeital anod cuvexeig oxnuatt-
OPOUG ALPVWY, OTANAKTITIKWY CUPTIASYHATWY KAl
axavwy dladpopwy o€ TPELG 0POPOUG, PALVOLIE-
VO Jovadiko og O6Ao Tov KOopo. To omrjAdlo sival
TaALd KOLTN LTIOYELOL TIOTAPOU Kal €xouv Bpebei
0€ aUTO aMOALBWUEVA 00TA avBpWTIWV Kat WwYV,
avAayeoa oTa omoia KAt LmonoTALoU.




Chelmos - Vouraikos

The protected area of Chelmos-Vouraikos
stretches along the prefectures of Achaia and
Corinth and is bounded by the watersheds of rivers
Vouraikos, Krathi, Aroanios and the coastal zone of
Diakopto.

The region is home to plant and animal species
which are rare or unique in the world. These spe-
cies are part of the global biological heritage and
we have a moral obligation to protect them. The
protected area includes 5 NATURA Network Sites
and specifically 4 Special Areas of Conservation:

+ Oros Chelmos Kai Ydata Stygos (GR2320002)

+ Farangi Vouraikou (GR2320003)

« Aisthitiko Dasos Kalavryton (2320004)

+ Spilaio Kastrion (2320009)
as well as a Special Protection Area (SPA) on the
Conservation of Wild Birds under the name:

+ Oros Chelmos (Aroania) - Farangi Vouraikou

Kai Periochi Kalavryton (2320013)

In these areas, measures are taken that aim at
preserving and restoring natural habitats and spe-
cies of wild flora and fauna, as well as preserving
the specific social and cultural features of the local
community.

Mount Chelmos

The mountain range of Chelmos (Aroania) is lo-
cated in the northern Peloponnese and Psili Korfi is
the highest Chelmos peak at 2,355m. To the east
of this mountain complex, the tallest peaks form
a horseshoe shape around the mythical valley of
Styx Waters, where an impressive 200m waterfall
is formed, while at an altitude of 2,050m the only
alpine lake of the Peloponnese, Mavrolimni, can be
found.

At Mount Chelmos, habitats of priceless eco-
logical value exist. Their uniqueness is attribut-
able to the presence of plant and animal species
of important biogeographic interest as well as to
the high rate of endemism. This fact justifies the
characterization of the Chelmos region as a «res-
ervoir of biodiversity.» At lower altitudes there are
the forests of Abies cephalonica and Pinus nigra,
where mammals find perfect refuge.

Vouraikos Gorge

The Vouraikos gorge begins north of the village
Kato Zachlorou, at an altitude of 730 m and con-
tinues alongside the homonymous river, covering

a distance of 20 km to Diakopto. The lithological
composition of the rocks of the Vouraikos gorge
along with the synergistic power of the water, have
caused the formation of waterfalls and caves with
stalactite-stalagmite formations, creating a strik-
ing landscape for the visitor. The natural beauty of
the gorge can be admired either by hiking or by a
rack railway trip.

The Odontotos rack railway is the railway that
has connected Diakopto with Kalavryta since 1896.
The construction of the line begun in 1891, when
Charilaos Trikoupis was prime Minister of Greece.
It was designed by French engineers, and its con-
struction can be characterized as a real feat due
to the inaccessibility of the area. It is the narrow-
est cog railway line still in operation in the whole
world, with a width of 0.75 m and a total length of
22.6 km. The journey along the Vouraikos gorge is
exceptionally beautiful. The narrowest and most
beautiful sites of the gorge are Niamata, Portes,
Triklia, Sifoni, and Dikastiria.

Aesthetic Forest of Kalavryta

In the southwest of Kalavryta lies an area of
1,750 hectares of immense forest wealth, com-
prised of fir, black pine, holm oak trees, holly and
bushes. The forest area was declared an aesthetic
forest in 1977, due to the significance of the habi-
tat types, the flora and fauna species. In addition,
the forest constitutes the natural shield of Kalavry-
ta against floods. The Aesthetic Forest is charac-
terized by an alternating topography in which the
aforementioned types of vegetation offer a unique
character and serve to highlight the forest’s natural
and aesthetic value. The requirement to protect and
preserve the forest is strengthened by its historical
importance, as here stands the monument erected
in memory of those executed during Greece's mili-
tary occupation by Germany.

Cave of the Lakes

A rare creation of nature and one of unique beau-
ty, is the Cave of the Lakes at Kastria; it is comprised
of consecutive lake formations, stalactite complex-
es and vast corridors extending on three levels, a
phenomenon unique to the world. The cave is an
ancient subterranean riverbed, and in it, fossilized
bones of humans and animals have been found,
among which are those of a hippopotamus.



YoaTa 2TuyoC, O EVIUTIWOLAKOG KATAPPAKTNS 200 UETPWV.
dwTtoypapiko apxeio Tou PAXB.

Styx Waters, the impressive 200 meter waterfall.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.
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The snowy slopes of mount Chelmos.

Photographic archive of the MBCV.



dwToypapko apxeio Tou PAXB.

The cavernous church of the Ascension at Kastria village in Kalavryta.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.




®apdyyt Boupaikol, opunTikd vepd Tou Boupadiko
dwTtoypapiko apxeio Tou PAXB.

The Vouraikos Gorge, the whitewater of Vouraikos river.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.




Alpvn TolBAOU. dwtoypagiké apxeio Tou PAXB.

Tsivlou Lake. Photographic archive of the MBCV.

ELHEPLVO TOTIO. dwToypapiks apxeio Tou PAXB.
Tsivlou Lake, winter landscape. Photographic archive of the MBCV.




n A6ga deveo.

dwTtoypapiko apxeio Tou PAXB.

The church of St. Fanourios at Lake Doxa Feneou.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.




Mavopapkn Bea oto BvoTIWPLVO Papdyyl Touv BoupdaikoL motapou.
dwToypapiko apxeio Tou PAXB.

Panoramic view of the Vouraikos river gorge in autumn.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.
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0 ypapkog 0dovVTWTOG 6ldNPOdPOoH0G AlakoTTow - KaAaBpUTWY. dwTtoypapikd apxeio Tou ®AXB.
Odontotos, the scenic rack railway between Diakopto and Kalavryta. Photographic archive of the MBCV.

i i, :
®apdyyt Boupdikol. dwtoypapikd apxeio Tou PAXB.
Vouraikos Gorge. Photographic archive of the MBCV.
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0 ypapLkog 00oVTWTOS GLdNPOdPOHOG AlakoPTOUL - KaAaBpUTWY. dwtoypagikd apxeio tou ®AXB.
Odontotos, the scenic rack railway between Diakopto and Kalavryta. Photographic archive of the MBCV.



EpeuvnTiKeC epyaciec 0TO YN ETUCKEWPLUO TUNKA TOL ZTNAaiou TwV ALUVWV.
dWTOYPAPLKO apXelo TOU 2TINAQIOU TWV ALUVV.

Exploratory works in the closed-to-visitors section of the Cave of Lakes.
Photographic archive of the Cave of Lakes.



O TAOVGLOC SLAKOOWPOG E TOUC EVTUTIWOLAKOUG OTAACGKTITES OTO ZTNAALO TWV ALUVWV.
dwToypapLko apxeio Tou ZrnAalov Twv ALvVWv.

The rich inlay made of impressive stalactites in the Cave of Lakes.
Photographic archive of the Cave of Lakes.

EpeuvnTikr armooToAn og pla amno Tig 13 govIPeS AUveg Tou ZnAaiov Twv AlUvwy.
dwToYpaAPIKO apxeio Tou ZrnAaiov TwV ALUVWV.

Exploratory mission in one of the 13 lakes of the Cave of Lakes.
Photographic archive of the Cave of Lakes.
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AluvoBaAaooa MeooAoyylou

To EBvIKO MNdpko BpioKeTaAl OTO VOTLOOUTLKO
aKpo TNG Xtepedc EANAdag, ekel omov o Matpa-
k6g KoAmog ouvavtd to lovio Mélayog Kat ek-
BdaAAouv ol motapoi Ebnvog kat AxeAwog.

AmtoteAei, £vav ano Toug MAOLCLOTEPOULG LYPO-
ToToug TNG Evpwmng, 1000 o aplBuo dwy, 6co
Kat og mAnBuopo.

Y€ autn Tn MEePLOXN evtdcoovTal AlYvoBaAdo-
OLlEG, XEPOAIEG KAl TIOTAYLEG TIEPLOXECG TOL VOTLOL
Tunuatog tou Nopol AltTwAoakapvaviag kal To
VNOLWTIKO OOUTAEYUA TwV Exivadwv tou Nopol
Ke@aAAnviag mou dlakpivovtal yia tn peyaAn
BLOAOYLKH, OLKOAOYIKN, AloBNTIKA, ETLOTNUOVLKN),
YEWHOPPOAOYLKA Kal TEEPLBANAOVTIKI TOUG agia.

To mdpko meptAapBavel:

SOPTAEYHA LYPOTOTIWY

To EKTETAPUEVO CUUTIAEYHA LYPOTOTWY ALUVO-
B8dAaocoag Meooloyyiou - AITWALIKOU Kal TwV €K-
BOAIKWYV CLOTNUATWY TWV TIOTAPWY EbNvoL Kat
AxeAwouv.

>TO oLUTAeypa avTto Slakpivovtal MOTduLeg
Kal TIAPATIOTAPIEG TIEPLOXEG, ALUVOBAAAOOEG,
yAUKOBaAToL, aApupodpaltol, Aaomotoria, vdpo-
xapn ddon.

MpwTaywvioTiké péAo otn dtapdppwon Tng
UYPOTOTILKNG TIEPLOXAG €XOLV TAIEEL oL TtoTapol
Eunvog kat AxeAwog Tou anoteAolv Kal Ta u-
OlKA O0pld TNG OTA AVATOALKA Kal SUTIKA avTi-
oTolXa.

AwpvoBdlacoa Meooloyyiou

H AwpvoBdlacoca MeooAoyyiou - ALTwWALKOL
glval n yeyaAuTtepn NG XWPAS Hag Kal and TG
peyaAlTepeg TNS Meooyeiov.

YTAuEpA Pe BAcn Tn yewpoppoAoyia Tng Te-
PLOXNAG OTIWG TIPOEKLYE ATIO TIG AVOPWTIOYEVELQ
napeppaocelg oto dtaotnua 1960 - 1995 amote-
Aeital amo éva ocvotnua 6 AlpvoBalaccwy Tou
elval OXeTIKA ATIOPOVWHEVEG PETAED TOUG Kal

TIAPOULGLAZOUV SLAPOPETIKA PUCLKOXNULKA Xapa-
KTNPLOTIKA. H éktaor toug ¢tdvel ta 150.000
OTPEPHATA EVW N €VPUTEPN TIEPLOXN TOL LOPO-
BLoTotou TepIAapBavel MApdKTIa OLKOCLOTHUA-
Ta, BAATOUG, AAUKOTIOLNUEVEG EKTACELG KAL ATIO-
OTPAYYLOUEVEG €KTAOELC TIOU amodobnkav oTn
yewpyia.

Etol, €xel dlagoppwdel €va cOPTAEYUA ALuvo-
Balacowy oTo omoio dlakpivovtal €EL evOTNTEG:
+ AwpvoBdAacoa Bopeiov Atavhov KheiooBag
« AwpvoBdAlacoa KheiooBag
« Kevtpiki AipgvoBalacoa

(610L OTO PETWTTO TNG LUTIAPXOLV

Ta xbuotpopeia: ToupAida, BactAddt,

YxowLdg Kat MpokomdavioTog)

+ AlpvoBdAacoa OoAng

« AwpvoBdAacoa Malatomotdpou

« AlpvoBdAacoa AtTwALKOO
(KavaAt AttwAikob)

Xepoaio TURpa apKou

To xepoaio Turnpa to omoio mepthapBavet:

Adpoug mou Slakpivovtal didomaptol oTov
UYPOTOTIO KL Ol TIEPLOCOTEPOL OTO TAPEABOV
aroteAoloav TUAPA TwV EXIvadwy viiowyv Tou n
TIPOOXWHATLKN 6pdon Tou AXEAWOUL TOUG EVOW-
pdtwoe otnv Enpa.

To 0pog BapdcoBa (kataguylo Bnpapdatwy)
Kal TURHa Tou 6poug ApAakuveog.

Appo8iveg ov dnutlovpyndnkav ano ta pepTd
UALKA TWV TTIOTAPWY KAl oploBeTolV TIG AlgvoBa-
Aaooeg and tnv avolxtn 8dhacaoa.

To papdyyt Tng KAeloovpag mou €xeL evtaxbei
OTIG TIEPLOXEG «LOLALTEPOL KAANOULG».

To Adoog tou ®pdfou, XapaKTNPLOPEVO oav
«Alatnpntéo Mvnueio tng ®vong».

KaAAlepyoUpEVEG EKTACELG.

To vNOLWTIKO oLPTAeypa Twv Extvadwy, Tou
eival appnkta depévo pe to eKBOAIKO cvoTnua
Tou AXEAWOU.




Messolonghi Lagoon

The National Park is located on the southwest-
ern tip of the district of Sterea Ellada, where the
Gulf of Patras meets the lonian Sea, which the riv-
ers Evinos and Acheloos also flow into.

It constitutes one of the richest wetlands in
Europe, both in terms of number of species, and
population.

This area comprises lagoon, land and riverside
areas of the southern part of the prefecture of
Aitoloakarnania as well as the island complex of
Echinades of the Prefecture of Kefalonia, which
are distinguished for their great biological, eco-
logical, aesthetic, scientific, geomorphological
and environmental value.

The park includes:

Wetlands complex

The extensive wetlands complex formed by the
Messologhi — Aitoliko lagoons and the estuaries
of the rivers Evinos and Acheloos.

The complex includes river and riparian areas,
lagoons, freshwater marshes, salt marshes, mud-
flats, riparian forests.

A leading role in the shaping of the wetland
area has been played by the Evinos and Acheloos
rivers which also constitute the wetland’s natural
boundaries to the east and west respectively.

Messolonghi Lagoon

The Messolonghi - Aitoliko Lagoon is the big-
gest lagoon in Greece and one of the largest in the
Mediterranean.

Today, due to the morphology of the area as a
result of anthropogenic interventions during the
1960-1995 period, it consists of a system of six la-
goons that are relatively isolated from each other

and have different physicochemical characteris-
tics. Their size is about 15,000 hectares, while the
wider wetland area includes coastal ecosystems,
marshes, salt flats and drained areas attributable
to agricultural activities.

A lagoon complex has formed, the six distinct
lagoons of which are the following:
* North Canal of Klisova lagoon
+ Klisova lagoon
+ Kentriki Limnothalassa («Central Lagoon»)

[in which the following fish farms

exist: Tourlida, Vasiladi,

Schinias and Prokopanistos]
+ Tholilagoon
+ Palaiopotamos lagoon
+ Aitoliko lagoon

(Canal of Aitoliko)

Terrestrial section of the Park

The terrestrial section includes:

Hills scattered in the wetland; most of these
were part of Echinades islands in the past, and
the alluvial action of Acheloos river brought them
ashore.

Mount Varasova (game refuge) and part of
Mount Arakynthos.

Dunes created by the debris of rivers; they de-
marcate the boundaries between the lagoons and
the open sea.

The gorge of Kleisoura, recognised as “a region
of unspoiled natural beauty”

The Fraxinus angustifolia (Narrow-leafed Ash)
forest, designated as a “Natural Monument”

Cultivated land

The island complex of Echinades, which is inex-
tricably tied to the estuary of Acheloos river.
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Meplkn drmoyn Twv Exwvadwy viow
dwToypapiko apxeio Tou PAAM.

Partial view of Echinades Islands.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.
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MaAalog avevepyog palavdpog Tou AXeAWOUL TIapd To AO@o KouTtolAdpn.
Mo mepa n vnotda Oetd kat oTo BABOG n Ke@aAovid. dwtoypagpikd apxeio tou ®AAM.

Old Acheloos meander by Koutsilaris hill.
Further, the islet Oxia and in the background, Kefalonia island. Photographic archive of the MBCV.




To AITWALKO ATt BopeloduTIKA. dwToypagikd apxeio Tou PAAM.

A Northwest view of Aitoliko. Photographic archive of the MBCV.

H oToptkn vnolda Ayia Tpidda otnv KAelooBa. dwtoypapikd apxeio Tou PAAM.
The historic islet Aghia Triada in Klisova. Photographic archive of the MBCV.




@ou Katod - Kobvtoupou.
210 BdBoC n SuTIKA 6XBN TNG ALUVOBAANQCTAC. dwToypapikd apxeio Tou GAAM.

The marshes of St Nikolaos - Poros near Aitoliko before the Katsas - Kountouros hill.
In the background, the western shore of the lagoon is shown. Photographic archive of the MBCV.

H vnolda ZkpopomouAa, attia va dnutoupynBolv auPOoBIVIKEG AKTEG Kal TO IXBUOTPOPELo «[16PTO».
dwToypaPko apxelo Tou PAAM.

The islet Skrofopoula, the cause of coastal dunes and the «Porto» fish farm.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.




O AxeAwoc Kat n ekBoAr Tou duTikd Tou KouTolAdpn. Xto Babog n vnoida OEeld. dwtoypapikd apxeio Tou PAAM.
Acheloos river and its estuary on the west of Koutsilaris hill. In the background, the islet Oxia. Photographic archive of the MBCV.

Mapamotapta, LOPOPIAA HACN ATIO LTIES, PTEALEG, AEUKEG Kal TIAATAVLA OTOV AXEAWO.
dwToypapiko apxeio Tou PAAM.

Riparian, hydrophilic forests of willow trees, elms, poplars and sycamore trees at Acheloos river.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.




OL voTLeC KpnuvwoEeLe opBomAayLec TNS BapaooBag avw aro to Kpuovept Tou Iahatd. 2to Bdboc n MaAtoBouva.
dwToypapko apxelo tou PAAM.

The southern steep slopes of Varasova over Kryoneri port in Galatas. In the background, Mount Paliovouna.
Photographic archive of the MBCV.
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To pwTOYpPaPLKO LALKO TOU AEUKWHATOG TIapaxwpninke and Toug popeiq dlaxeiplong Twv Mdapkwv.
la omoLadnmoTe avTlypayr f avanapaywyr] Tou ASUKWHATOG anatteital AdeLa Twv PopEwV.

The photographic material contained in the album was granted by the Management Bodies of the Parks.
Any copy or reproduction of the album requires permission from the respective Bodies.
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