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H quon payeuel, Eenepvwvtag kKABe avBpwni-
vo dnuioUpynua. ‘Etol npokUnTel gia cuA\oyn
EexwploTwv oupdviwv TOEWVY, Mou EXouv
OnuloupynBei Ndvw og neTpwpuara, fouvd Kai
Aogoug. AnaitnBnkav XINAOeG xpdvia yia va
OnuioupynBouv. MNMoAU npiv eupavioTei o
AvBpwnog, N PUoN CUIAEUE PUE unopovn Ta
«yAunTA» TNG, YPAPOVTAG TNV I0TOpPIa TNG ME
NMETPA. 2TOUG AIWVEG NMOU aKkoAoubnoav
KAnola YEWAOYIKA Jag UVNUEia evEnveucav
HEXPI Kal TN puBoAoyia. ANG e€icou povadi-
KA payvnTiCouv ENICTAPOVEG and OAo Tov
KOO0, kaBwg BewpouvTal MayKOouIou
EPEUVNTIKOU EVOIAPEPOVTOG.

O Popéacg Alaxeipiong XeApou BoupdadikoU
ano Tig 13 ZenteuPBpiou 2009 eival yEAog Tou
Eupwnaikou Aiktuou lewndpkwv (EGN
European Geoparks Network) kai Tou
AikTUou TwV MNMaykoopiwv Mewndpkwv TG
UNESCO (GGN Global Geoparks Network).
Baoikd otoixeia evoiapEpovTog anoTeAolv n
ONUAVTIKN YEWMNOIKIAOTNTA, TA EVTUNWOIAKA
Tonia, o HEYAAOG OIKOAOYIKOG MAoUTOG
xA\wpidag, agidAoyng navidag -pe NoAAG
€VONMIKA Kal ToMniKA €idn- kai N povadikn
10TOPIKN Kal yuBoAoyIkn Tou napdadoon. H
olkoAoyikn aia Tng nepioxng 6cov apopd
oTov nAouUTo TG XAwpidag eival TEpAcTia, e
UWNAS NocooTd evonuicuou Kail Eva agidAoyo
apIOuO ToMKWV evONUIKWV TaEwv. AEI6Aoyn
€ival kal n navida TNg NEPIOXNG, MOU CUPNEPI-
AapBdvel onpavTiko aplOPo eviopwy, au@iBi-
WV, EPNETWV, MOUNIWV Kal BnAacTikwy. Ta €idn
auTd, anote\oUv YEPOG TNG NAYKOCHIAG
BloAoyIKNg KANPOVOUIAG Kal TO YEYOVOG auTo
OIKAIOAOYEl TO XapPAKTNPIOUO TNG MNEPIOXNG WG
«0eEapevn BionolKINOTNTAG» Kal TNV EVTAgn
Tng o1o Eupwnaiké Aiktuo NATURA 2000.

Nature enchants, surpassing every creation
made by man. Hence, there is a collection of
rainbows, created on rocks, mountains and
hills. It took thousands of years for them to
be created. Long before man appeared, the
nature sculpted patiently its “sculptures?,
writing its own history with stone. In the
centuries that followed some of our geologi-
cal monuments inspired mythology, but also
equally attracted scientists from around the
world, as these “natural creation” are
considered to be of global research interest.

The Management Body of Chelmos
Vouraikos since September 13th, 2009 is a
member of the European Geoparks Network
(EGN) and the Global Geoparks Network
(GGN) under the auspices of UNESCO. The
major elements of interest are the important
geodiversity, the impressive landscapes, the
important flora and fauna species and also
the remarkable and unique historical and
mythological tradition. The ecological value
of the region regarding the flora species is
immense, with high level of endemism and a
considerable number of local endemic taxa.
Remarkable is also the fauna of the area,
including a significant number of insects,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
These species are part of the global biologi-
cal heritage and this justifies the character-
ization of the area as a “reservoir of biodiver-
sity” and its entry into the European Network
Natura 2000.

Ta&idl otouc
APXAI0UC
LUUBouC Tou

A journey to
the ancient
myths of
Chelmos
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Aiya Aéyia yia 1o pubo...

«O uuBog eivail éva KATOTTTPO OTIACEVO TNG
aAnBeiag, orwg 10 Oupavio 16€0 eivai n
avravakAaon rou Pwrog rou HAlou, Tou orroiou
01 aKTiVEG O1aBAWVIal EVTOC TWV VEQWY. ATTO TOoV
OTTA0UEVO OUWS KaBPETTN uag eival duvardv va
OUYKEVTPWOOUE Ta Bpadouara, Kal va
avaoUVOETOUE TNV ApXIKN) EIKOVA...».
MAoUTapXxOG

«O1 uuBol Exouv éva (wrik6 vonua. H f1uoAo-
yia uiag UANG eivai n.dwvravi s BpnoKeit.s:
H Bpnoxkeia sivai évag Cwvravég KpiKog WE TIS
WUXIKES OIABIKATIES TTOU AEITOUPYOUV-QVEEGPTH="
10 Kall TTEQQ AT TN.OUVEISHON, [ OTa
OKOTEWG BABN TNG WUXHSH. e

Carl Jung

O S e

|

O1 pUBol ivar Téoo naAioi, 6co Kal n IoTopia
Tou avBpwnou.-Eival pia {wvravn 8idackalia
yia TNV avBpwROTNTA anod TNV auyn Tng
Unap&ng Tng Kai EPNePIEXEL OAN TN BIWPEVN
Tng euneipia. Eivalr n npo@opikn peradoon
TNG OUANOYIKNG PVAUNG, TNG EPNEIRIAG Kal TG
YV@ONG O€ Jia EMNOXN AOU aKOa ol
AvOPWMIVEG KOIVOTNTEG OEV. £XOUV. avanTUEE!
TNV QIAoco®ia Kai TIG eEMNoTNEG. Ol
MuBoloyikoi npweg Tou napeA8ovrog
d1aTNPOUYV TAVLATOUIKOTNTA TOUG, AAAG
TAUTOXpOVa YivovTal TUrol Tou avBp®nivou
NENPWMEVOU KAl NAPAdEiyUaTa TWV OXECEWV.
TOU avBpwrou pe Toug Beoug. O kabévag
pnopei va Bpel ' autoUg KATI MOU va Tov
ayyicel,-evd nicw Kal NEpa ano autouq

- Bpioketal To kKaBOAIKO Kal MAayKOOUIo CToIXElo

NG avOpROMIVAG UNAPENG.

H puédkdyfa, HE TNVHEVVOIA TOU CUVOAOU TwV
HUBIKWY Mapadocewy evog Adoy, nou

AVaQEPAVTAl OTOUG Be0lG, OTOUG NPWEG Kal
otn dpdon Toug, KaTEXEl NAvTa pia 1Id1aiTepn
B€on 6TV NONITIGUIKN KANPOVOUIGTOU
avlp®nivou yévoug aveEapTATWG
KOUATOUpag Kal npoéAeuons. MdaAioTa, o
nA\ouTog Tng puBoloyiag avrikaTonTpiel Tov
nA\ouTo evog Aaou.

‘OMoi o1 Aaoi €xouv Toug S1koug Toug HUBoug,
pévo nou ol apxaiol ENAnvikoi puBol eivar
‘nAaopévol apioToupynuatikd. lowg yrI' auto

Tnv pubo)oyia pag TNV KaTtatdocouv oThv

puelmo'pi"d.‘
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PwTOo: Boupdikdg ToTapdg | photo: Vouraikos river

A few words about the
myth...

“The myth is a broken mirror of the truth, such
as the rainbow is the reflection of sunlight,
whose rays are refracted within the clouds.
However, it is possible to gather the fragments
of our broken mirror and reconstruct the
original image...”

Plutarch

“Myths have a vital meaning. The mythology of -
a race is its living religion... Religion is*a living.
link with the mental procesgés that operate
independently and beyond consciousness,
through the dark depths of the soul.”

Carl Jung
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Myths are as old as the history of man. ltisa
living teaching for the mankind since the
dawn of its existence, and includes all its
lived experience through time.

It has been the oral transmission of collective
memory, experience and knowledge at a
time when the human communities had not
yet developed the philosophy and sciences.
The Mythological heroes of the past maintain

‘their individuality, but at the same time they

become types of human destiny and
examples of human relationships with the
Gods. Anyone cansee in them something
that can'relate to, while behind and beyond
them |ays‘1;he@imiversal and global element of
human existence. . '

Mythology, in the sense of all the mythical
traditions of a nation, referring to gods, =
heroes and their actions, always holds a
special place in the cultural heritage of
humanity regardless of culture and origin.
Indeed, the “wealth” of mythology reflects

| the wealth of a nation.

All nations have their own myths; however
the ancient Greek myths are uniquely crafted
in-a-marvelous way. Perhaps this is why
Greek mythology is considered half myth and
half history.
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v To vepO oTOUG apxaioug MuBoi1 kai ©pUAolyia Ta

Xpovoug | Yoata Z1uyog... O poBepdg

[a 1o Adyo autd Tipoucav Ta VEPA WG noTapoc Tou Aan
BeoTnTEG, TIG OnMoieg NapdAAnAa, {ntoUucav va

|

| Ta "Y3ara ZTuydc eival ol NnyEC Tou NoTapoU
e€eupevioouv. AmoTunwveral otn puBoAoyia, | YOS Y& S

[

Kpdbn og uypopetpo 2.100 p. oto XeAuo. Oi
MEPICOOTEPOI EXOUPE AKOUGEI yia Ta JUBIKA
“Ydara tng 2TUyog, Ta VEPA Tou PoPBEPOU
noTapiou rnou SIEPPEE OToV KATW KOopo. H
21Uya NTav pia-@oPepn BedTNTA, N
peYaAUTEPN KépnTeu Okeavou Kal TnG

| TnBuog, mnou €UEVE OTA TAPTAPA, OTNV

| naywvid, anopovwuévn and Toug AAMouc

} Be0Ug nou dev Tn cupunaBoucav. lNa Ta

1 «Y6ara TnG XTUyOG» oTo XEAUS, KAvel Adyo
|

oTh PIANoco®ia, aTn Bpnokeia, ota Nen Kal

€0Ipa Twv Aawyv. ANoTe eEupVEiTal WG

BedTnTa KAl AN\OTE BewpeiTal Nnyn {wNe Kkar
EVEPYEIAG, MOU XapiZel dUvapn Kal KaAn 1
uyeia. AMNEG QOpPEG To VEPO nMpooTaTteUeTal
ano Bgotntec. lNa Tn onpacia Tou vepou
piAnoav Kai oi.apxaiol 'EAANVEG QIAOCOPOI.
Eniong O Aeovdpvro via Biviol yeAéTnoE To
VEPO TOCO WG EMICTAPOVAG 000 Kal WG
KaAAITExvng. To BewpoUce «OxXnua The
@UOoNG» NAPONOIAZoVTAG TO POAO TOU UE
auTtdév Nou naicel To aipa yia To CwWPa pag.
‘Opwe 6roleg kai av givar ol NONITICUIKEG TOUG
OOUEG, TO VEPO anoTeAel acTeipeuTn NNyn
duvapung kai wng: kaBapicel, Bepaneuel,
avavewvel Kal dlacpalicel Tnv aBavaocia. H
aBavaoia kal n aiwvia {wn NTav 1o Jeyaio

Kal 0 Ounpog atnv «INiddax». O Heiodog Tnv
NEPIYPAPEI WG “NPWTOTOKN KOPN TOU
Qkeavou Pe TN YOPYA-PUPOVEPIA, Th HICATN
ano Toug abdvaroug, Thy TPoUEPN Th ZTUya’”.
2 UppEeTeixe otny Titavopaxia naipvoviag 1o
pEPOG Tou Aia. Eneidn BonBnoe 1o Aia othv
Tiravopaxia Tnv KAAeoe pe Ta NAIBIATNG. TO

i~ Znho, Tn Nikn, To Kpdrog kai 1n Bia otov
‘OAupno. Ekei katolkoUoE pakpid ano Toug

I, BeoUg og avAkTopa Mou Ta TpIyupIav
navuynAol Bpdxol.

o OVEIPO . TOU avOpwrou ano Toug apxaioug
Xpovoug. H AaxTdpa Tou auTtn Tov €kave va
WAxXVEraAA Kal va CUVEXICEl HEXPI CNUEPQa
va gpeuva yia 1o eNi&iplo Tng aBavaaciag. Na
TOoug apxaioug ‘EAAnvVEG TO Mo ovopaoTo
¥ eNiiplo nTav-Ta vepd TnG 2TUYOG.

O natépag Twv BeWV yia va TAV-TINAGEI, 6PICE
va divovTal oTd OIKd TG VEPA Ol Mo @oBepoi
6pKol TwV BEDV Kal Twv . avepwnwy. Kabe
(opd nou Kdnolol‘Beoi'katnyopelvray yida
WeuTiq, 0 Aiag éotelve Tnv lpida, Th PTEPWTN
ayyeANIo@opo Tou, va PEPEI VEPO AMo Tn
HUGTNPIWON auTh NNyN O €va oTapvi, and
orAn Tou peyaldtepou aloyou. [Navw-arné To
VEPO Ol KATNYOPOUHEVOI TPEUOVTAG
opKicovtav. OI eniopkol B€oi TIHwpoUvVTaV YE
noAU Baplég noiveg. [a éva xpovo Euevay:
dpwVol Kal papalwPEvol, Xwpig apBpocia Kal
VEKTaP. EmNA€oy, yia dA\Aa evvéa xpovia
arnopov@vovTav and Toug dAAoug Beoug Kal
£Xavav 1a NPOVOUId Toug, EKTOG and Tnv
aBavaocia Toug. . ‘Evag TpopepdG OPKOG Nou
@OPBICE Beoug kal BvnToUg aAAG Kal nou
O€ixVel o€ pag néoo Kako Bewpoucav ol
apxdiol pag npdyovol To Yéua.
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The water in ancient times

We find the importance of the vital role of
water in the myths of many nations. Travel-
ling through time and going back to the
prehistoric era, we can see that the ancestral
people wereraware of both its vital impor- |
tance and its incredible power. For this ]
reason water was worshiped as deity, which
they wanted to stanch. This is reflected in o
mythology, philesophy, religion, morals:and
customs of many different nations. Some-
times water is praised deity, and
sometimes it is.consi d a source of life
and energy.that gives strength and good
health. Alternatively, the water element is
protected by deities. Ancient ek philoso-
phers have spoken for the importance of
water. Leonardo da Vinci studied water both
as a scientist and as an artist. He considered
that water was “the vehicle of nature" and he
would compare the role of water with that of
blood for our body. Despite the different
cultural setups, water.is an endless source of
strength and life: it cleans, heals, refreshes
and ensures immortality: The immortality and
eternal life were the great dreams of man
since ancient times. This desire made him
looking -and still continues- for the elixir of
eternal life. For the ancient Greeks the most
famous elixirwas the waters of Styx water-
fall.

|
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Myths and legends about
Styx waters. The fearful
river of Hades...

Styx waters the most important spring of
Krathis river, at an altitude of 2,100 m. in
mount Chelmos. Most of us have heard of
the mythical Styx waters, the waters of a
mythical river that was flowing down to the
underworld. Styx waters are mentioned by
Homer in “lliad”. The Styx was a dreadful
divinity, the eldest daughter of Oceanus and
Tethys, who lived in the cold Tartarus,
isolated and despised from all the other
Gods. Hesiodos refers to Styx as the “eldest
daughter of the Ocean with the rapid flood-
tide, hated by the immortals, the terrible the
Styx”. She participated in the War of the
Titans taking the part of Zeus. Because she
helped Zeus during the War he invited her
with her four children Zealous, Victory,
State and Violence in Olympus Mountain.
There she lived away from the Gods in
palaces that were surrounded by high rocks.

Zeus, the father of gods, in order to honor
her, decided that at Styx waters were to be
given the most sacred and fearful oaths of
man.and Gods. When a God was accused of
lying, Zeus sent Irida, his winged messenger,
to bring water from Styx waterfall in a jug
made of a horse’s hoof. The accused of lying
was swearing to tell the truth.shivering over
the mythical water. The perjurer gods were
punished with severe sentences; for a year
they were deprived of their voiee and they
would not be allowed to have nectar.and
ambrosia. For another nine years they were
sequestered from'the other Gods-and lose all
their privileges, apartfrom their immortality.
A terrible oath which frightened Gods and
mortals'and shows how evil lying was
considered by our.ancestors.
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DPIKTEG TIHWPIEG EMIONG NEPIPEVAV KAl TOUG
Bvntoug nou Ba napdpaivav Tov 6PKo Toug
oTa vepd Tng 2T1uyog. O Opnpog napouciadel
Tnv ‘Hpa va Agel “pdptupdg pou n yn Ki o
nAaTUG oupavog Nou anAWVeTal Navw anoé Ta
Ke@AANIa 0ag Kal h 2TUya nou Ta VePA ThG
KuAoUv and wnAd péoca otn yn”. ‘EAeyav nwg
Kaveva {wvTavo ov Oev ENPOKEITO va (NoEl
€4Av €nive ano 1o vepod auTtd. H duvaun kai n
OeppuoKkpacia Tou vepou NTav TETOIA MOU
A€yave OTl1, To yuahi, ol kKpuoTaAlol, Ta ARAiva
ayyeia €¢onadav pyoAig Bubifovtav o' auto,
al\olwvovTav Ta YETaAa akoun Kai o
dpyupog Kal 0 Xpuaoog, Kal To KEXPIMMAAPI,
pOvoV ol ONAEG TwV aAOYyWV Nou Oev gixav
néTaia dvrexay, yi' auto ol B€oi 1o Emivav
p€oa og KUNEAAa QTiaypéva anod onAn
aloyou. Ta Udarta Tng 2TUYOG CUVOEBNKAV YE
BOe0NoyIKEG Kal PINOCOPIKEG IBEEG, ONWG
auTeg anod 1a EAeucivia MuoTthpia Kai Tig
Opoikég do&aaieg yia Tn yeTevodpkwon . Ta
VEPA TNG 2TUYOG, avaBAuday ano Tnv IEpn
nnyn Tng. To &va 8€kaTo anod autd Ta vepd
ATAV MPOOPICUEVO YIa TOV OPKO TwV BEWDV
«Ta aM\a evvid Qidwvouv oAdyupa oTn yn Kai
UoTepa, xuvovTtal oTn 6dAacca
oXNUaTiCovTag POUPNXTPEG, KAl TO VEPO Mou
NEPTEI ano 1o Bpdxo €ival yia Tijwpia Twv
Oewv».

O1 uUBol, 01-OpUAoI aAAAG Kal N IoTopia
EVTUNWOIAZOUV TOV EMNICKENTN Kal MPOKAaAoUV
TOUG IoTOpPIKOUG gpeuvnTeég. Mipw and 1o
EVTUNWOIAKO Tonio TnG 21Uyag €xel oTnBei pia
1010pop®Nn puBoloyia. O1 apxaiol nicteuav oI
OTO ONpEio Mou NEPTOUV Ta VEPA TNG 2TUYAG
ATav ol NUAEG Tou Adn BIGTI OTO CNPEIO AUTO
undpxel avolyha nou odnyei og onnAid. O
Maucaviag xapakTipIoe Ta vepd TNG ZTUYag
Bavatnedpa yia Toug avBpwnoug kai Ta {®a.
H povadikn BgdTnTa nou pnopouce va
npooeyyicel agoBa Tn 2TUya kai va
METAPEPE! pnvUpaTta Tou Aia ntav nlpida, n
PTEPWTN AYYEAIOPOPOG TOU. TO XpWHA TwV
VEPWV TNG Poladel va gival yaupo, kabwg
auTd yAgipouv To Bpdxo npiv NECOUV Ano
WnAd.

lNa To xpwua autd Aéyetal 611 KAnoTe n Bed
Anpuntpa, yia va Eepuyel anod Tov [Noceidwva
Mou TNV KUvnyoUoE, JETAPOPPWONKE o€
@opdda. Orav 6uwe KABPEPTIOTNKE OTa
VEPA TNG ZTUY6C, and Tnv onoida nEpvoUuoe,
Kal €ide N6CO AGXNMN NTAV, Ta KATAPACTNKE
va PJaupicouy.

2 € QuTNV OPKICTNKE 0 ‘HAIOG va IKavomnoInacel
KABe aitnpa Tou yiou Tou Pagbovta, pe
AnoTEAECHA va PNV JNopEi va Tou apvnBei To
dppa Tou, To Oroio o ANeIPog VEOG 0dNynoe
adegla npokaAwvrag To 6dvaro Tou.

210 vePA TNG 2TUYSG €Aouce n Nnpnida
©¢€T10a TO YyIo TNG AXIAAEQ YIa VA MAPAUEIVE]
aBdvarog, apnvovTAag Tov UE Eva TPWTO
onpeio, Tnv pTEPVa an' érou Tov kpdtaye. H
Wuxn waxvovrag va Bpel To Taipl TG, ToV

‘Epwta, unoxpewbnke and Tn Jdva Tou TV

A@podiTn va kouBaAnoel vepod ano Tn 2Tuya.
Ekel nTav pia and Tig Tpeig NUAEG Tou AdN...
Ané Ta vepd Tng Bpnke Tnv €Eodo and Tov
Adn oTov lNavw Kéopo o HpakAng dtav ixe
KaTéREL yia va ndoel Tov KEpPRepo. Ekei o
Oduoogag nepiueve To vekpd pavtn Teipecia
yia va kabodnynoelTnv nopeia Tou. Kartd Tov
[Naucavia o Méyag ANéEavdpog
OnANTNPIACTNKE anod 1o 2T1Uyio “Ydwp, apou
TO AMIE, EVW Ol adEPPER TOU, AOUCTNKAV. IE
auTé To vepd Kal €yivav abdavareg. O
[MAoUTtapxog eniong ava@Epel wg pia anod TIg
©pulolpeveg aitieg Bavartou Tou M.
A\eEdvdpou Tnv Nndon and auTtd To VEPO.

Horrible punishments also waited the mortals
should the violate their oath in the waters of
Styx. Homer presents Ira to say “may my
witness be the earth and the wide sky that
lies over your heads and the Styx whose
waters flow from above into the earth”. It is
said that no living being would survive if they
drank from this water. The power and the
water temperature were such that the myth
says that all the glass, crystals or clay pots,
would brake once they were immersed in it.
Even the silver and gold and amber were
destroyed, and only the hooves of horses
with no petals remained intact. This is why
the Gods would drink this water using only
cups made from hooves of horses. The Styx
waters were linked to theological and
philosophical ideas, such as the Eleusinian
Mysteries and the Orphic beliefs of reincarna-
tion. The waters of Styx are gushing from a
sacred source. “One tenth of these waters
were destined for the oath of the Gods. The
rest surrounds the earth and then, pours into
the sea, forming whirlpools, and the water
that falls from the cliff is for the punishment
of the Gods”.

The myths, the legends but also the history
of the area impress the visitors and challenge
the historic researchers. Around the impres-
sive landscape of Styx waterfall a particular
peculiar mythology has emerged. The
ancients believed that at the site of Styga
waterfall was one of the three gates of
Hades, because of an opening that leads to a
cave. Pausanias described the waters of the
Styx fatal for humans and animals. The only
deity that could reach without fear in order to
convey messages from Zeus was Iris, his
winged messenger. The color of the water
seems to be black, as it licks the rock while
falling from above. For the color it is said that
once upon a time goddess Dimitra, trying to
escape from Poseidon who reflected her
image in the waters of Styx. Appalled be how
ugly she was, she cursed the waters to
become black.

To these waters Sun swore to satisfy every
request of his son Phaethon, and as a result
he could never refuse him his chariot; the
young and careless Phaethon drove to his
own death... In the waters of Styx the Nereid
Thetis bathed her son Achilles in order to
turn him to immortal, holding him by his heel.
This heel that the waters never touched,
remained vulnerable and infamous as
“Achilles’ heel”. The Soul searching to find
her partner, Eros, was forced by his mother
Aphrodite to carry water from Styx waterfall.

From this waterfall Hercules found the exit
from Hades back to the Upper World when
he went.in'to Hades in order to catch
Cerberus, the three-headed dog.In this
place, Odysseus waited the necromant
Tiresias to guide him for his quests. Accord-
ing to Pausanias, Alexander the Great was
poisoned by this mythical water while his
sisters bathed in it and became immortals.
Plutarch also mentions the consumption of
Styx’s water, as one of the legendary causes
of Alexander’s the Great death.
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To 6pocg XeApdc

O Xehudég, n Apodvia 6pn, UPWVETAl GTO
avaTtoNIKS TUNPa Tou vopou Axaiag, evw
eloxwpei kal otnv Kopiveia. To uyoueTpod Tou
@Tavel Ta 2.355 p. kal anoTeAei Tnv TpiTh CE
Uyog opoocelpd Tng NeAonovvnoou (UETa Tov
TatyeTto kal Tnv KuAAnvn). H opoceipd
ovopalotav Apodvia ano Tnv apxaidTnra,
£V N ovopaacia XeAUog eival CAaBIKNG
NMPOEAEUCNG KAl oNHAiVEl XIOVIOPEVO Bouvo.
Ta Apodvia 6pn nepiBdAiovTal and Tnv
KuMnvn ora avatoAikd kai 1o MNavaxaiko
Opog oTa BUTIKA, EVW VOTIA CUVOPEUOUV LIE TO
Maivaho. Bopeia kataAriyouv otov KopivBia-
KO KOAMO. 2Tnv MEPIOXN TOU 6poug BpickeTal
n Aipvn ToiBAoU, evw OTIC WNAEG KOPUPEG
(2.050 p.), Bpiockeral n eNoxikn aArikn Aipvn
MaupoAipvn, nayeTwdoug NPogAgUcn, n
povadikn aAnikn Aipvn Tng MeAonovvnoou.
Ano Tov XeApo nnyddouv noAAd uddriva
peupara, Je onpavTikdTepa To Boupaikd
notauo, Tov Kpdén kai tov Apodvio.
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To TnAeokonio
“ApioTapxog”

21n OeUTEPN WNAGTEPN KOPUGPNH TOU XEAUOU,
Tn Nepaiddpaxn, €ival EYKATEGTNUEVO TO
peyaAuTepo TnAeoKonio Twv BaAkaviwy, o
“Apiotapxog”. To TNAEOKOMIO AVAKE! GTO
EBviko Acotepookoneio ABnvay kal
gykaividornke 1o 2007.

©ewpeital €va and Ta nio nponypeva
TEXVOAOYIKA ThAEoKOMIa Tng Eupwnng. ‘EXel
Tn duvaToTNTa TNG YPNYOPNG EVAAAAYNG
OTOXEUONG, OE MOAU PIKPO XPOVIKO SidoTnua

Kal.n AeiITfoupyia Tou anaitei cKoTelvo oupavo.

KataAutiké poAo yia Tnv emAoyn TG
TonoBeoiag €nai&e To yeyovog Nwg autn n
nepIoxn gival ano TIG OKOTEIVOTEPEG MEPIOXEG
otnv EANASa kal Tnv Eupwnn. ‘Exel ndpel 1o
6vopa Tou anod Tov Apictapxo Tov 2 duio (310
n.X. - nepinou 230 n.X.), EAAnva actpovopo
Kal pabnuatiké Tng apxaiétntag. Eival o
NPWTOG KATayEYPAPUEVOG AvOpwog o
ornoiog NPOTEIVE NAIOKEVTPIKO UOVTEAO TOU
HAiakoU Yuompartog, B€rovtag Tov ‘HAio Kal
ox17n 'n, oT0 KEVTPO TOU YVWOTOU

2 upnavtog. O1 10€eg Tou Nepi AcTpovouiag
O€V €ixavV Yivel apXIKA ArModEKTEG Kal
BewpnOnKaV KATWTEPEG and EKEIVEG TOU
ApicToTéAn Kal Tou NToAgpaiou, Ewg 6Tou
avayevvnonkav ENITUX®WG Kal avanTtuxenkav
anod Tov Konépviko nepinou 2000 xpovia
HETA.

«...I'n kiveital yupw amé rov HAIo o€ KUKAIKN
TPOXId, TTOU OTO KEVTPO TN Bpiokeral o HAIOG.
H ogaipa rwv amAavwy actépwy, mou
Bpiokerar aro idio kévipo ue Tov HAlo, givai
1000 UEYAAN, WOTE 0 KUKAOG yUpw Q1o Tov
OTTOI0 TTEPIOTPEQETAI N I'N ATTEXEI QTTO TOUG
arrAaveic aoTEPES, 000 ATTEXEI TO KEVTPO UIOG
oQaipag aro TNV EMPAVEIA TNG... »
ApioTtapxog o Zauiog (310 n.X. - nepinou
230 n.X.)

Mount Chelmos

Mount Chelmos, or Aroania mountain range,
rises in the eastern part of the prefecture of
Achaia, and penetrates in Corinth. Its altitude
reaches 2,355 m. and is the third highest
mountain of the Peloponnese (after mounts
Taygetos and Kyllini). The mountain range is
called Aroania since ancient times, while
Chelmos name is of Slavic origin and means
Snowy Mountain.

The Aroania mountain range is surrounded
by mount Killini to the east and mount
Panachaiko in the west, while to the south it
borders with mount Mainalo. The North
boundary ends to the Corinthian Gulf. Lake
Tsivlou is one the mountainous lakes of the
region, while in the high peaks of mount
Chelmos (2,050 m.), lies the glacial alpine
lake Mavrolimni, the only alpine lake of the
Peloponnese. The major rivers that spring
from mount Chelmos are Vouraikos, Krathis
and Aroanios rivers.

pwTo: Opog Xehuodg | photo: Mount Chelmos

“Aristarchos” telescope

On the second highest peak of mount
Chelmos, called “Neraidorachi”, is installed
the second larger telescope of Europe,
“Aristarchos”. The telescope belongs to the
National Observatory of Athens and it was
inaugurated in the summer of 2007.

It is considered one of the most technologi-
cally advanced telescopes in Europe. It has
the ability to quickly switch targets and its
operation requires a dark sky. The main
reason for selecting Neraidorachi for its
installation is that it is one of the darkest
areas in Greece and Europe.

The telescope is named after Aristarchus of
Samos (310 BC - about 230 BC), Greek
astronomer and mathematician of ancient
Greece. He is the first recorded person that
proposed the heliocentric model of the solar
system, placing the Sun, not the Earth, at the
center of the known universe. His theories
were not accepted at first and he was
considered to be an inferior scientist
compared to Aristotle and Ptolemy. His
theories were regenerated and further
developed by Copernicus, nearly 2000 years
later.

“The earth revolves about the sun in the
circumference of a circle, the sun lying in the
middle of the orbit, and the sphere of the fixed
stars, situated about the same center as the
sun, is so great that the circular orbit of the
earth is as small as a point compared with that
sphere”.

Aristarchus of Samos (310 B.C. c 230 BC.)
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To 6vopa Tou eapayyloU pvnuoveUer Tn I
BouUpa onuavTikn néAn Tng apxaiétnTag nou ‘

The gorge is named after Voura an important
city of ancient times that played a great role |
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y To o@eilel otn Boupa, Tnv KOpn TnG EAiKng s of Hercules and his beloved Voura. The river

| TOoug acTpaydAoug Kai didpalav Toug

i xpnopoug otoug lNivakeg Tng N'vaong, 6nwg
, Toug anokaAoucayv. ‘Evag aA\og pubog
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runs through the gorge surrounded by dense
| vegetation, cliffs, waterfalls and caves. The

rack railway was constructed in the time of

Charilaos Trikoupis. The line was designed
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g“& ‘:: NPEAypaTonoince To NPWTO ToUu SPOUOASYIO. l‘, & » the tunnels and also of the trains. The rack
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KAIVOUPYIWV UNEPCUYXPOVWY QUTOKIVNTANA-
Ewv. AN

unique natural attractions of our country.

O OdoviwToc c1dnpodpopog AlakonTou -
KaAaBpUtwv Kkal n yovadikn diadpopun Tou S
y€oa and 1o @apdyyl Tou Boupaikou

rnoTapou anoTeAolV €va ano Ta wpaldTEPA
@UOIKA a&loB€aTa Thg XWPag HAG.

12 & OwTO: Papayyl Boupdikdu 8éan MopTeg | photo: Vouraikos gorge site Portes
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