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H @uon payeuel, Eenepvwviag kABe avBpwni-

vo dnuioUpynua. ‘Etol npokUnTel jia cUA\oyn
EexwploTwv oupdviwv TOEWV, Mou EXouv
OnuioupynBei Ndvw ce NeTpwuara, fouvd Kai
Aopoug. AnartmBnkav XINASeG Xxpdvia yia va
SnuioupynBouv. MNMoAU npiv eupavioTei o
AvBpwnog, n UoN CUIAEUE PUE unopovn Ta
«yAunTA» TNG, YPAPOVTAG TNV IoTOpIa TNG ME
NMETPA. 2TOUG AIWVEG MOU akoAoubnoav
KAnola YEWAOYIKA Jag YVNUEia evEnveucav
UEXPI Kal Tn puBoAoyia. ANG e€icou povadi-
KA payvnTiCouv ENICTAPOVEG and Ao Tov
KOO0, kaBwg BewpouvTal MayKOouIou
EPEUVNTIKOU EVOIAPEPOVTOG.

O ®opéacg Alaxeipiong XeAuou Boupaikou
ano Tig 13 ZenteuPBpiou 2009 eival y€Aog Tou
Eupwnaikou AiktUou lewndpkwv (EGN
European Geoparks Network) kai Tou
AikTUoU TwV MNMaykoouiwv Mewndpkwv TG
UNESCO (GGN Global Geoparks Network).
Baoika otoixeia evoiapEpovTog anoteAolv n
ONUAVTIKN YEWMNOIKIAOTNTA, TA EVTUNWOIAKA
Tonia, o HEYAAOG OIKOAOYIKOG MAOUTOG
xA\wpidag, agidAoyng navidag -pe NoAAG
€vVONMIKA Kal ToMniKA €idn- kal N yovadikn
10TOPIKN Kal juBoAoyikn Tou napdadoon. H
olkoAoyikn aia Thg nepioxng 6cov apopd
oTov nAouUTo TG XAwpidag eival TEpAcTia, e
UWnAS NocooTd evonuicuoU Kal va agidAoyo
apIOuO ToMKWV evONUIKWV TaEwv. AEI6Aoyn
€ival kal n navida TNG NEPIOXNG, MOU CUPNEPI-
AapBdvel onpavTiko apiOPo eviouwy, au@iBi-
WV, EPNETWV, MOUNIWV Kal BnAacTiKwy. Ta €idn
aQuTd, anote\ouv PYEPOG TNG NAYKOCUIAG
BloAoyIKNG KANPOVOMIAG Kal To YEYOVOG auTo

OIKAIOAOYEl TO XapaKTNPIOUO TNG MNEPIOXNG WG

«0eEapevn BionolKINGTNTAG» Kal Thv EvTagn
Tng oT1o Eupwnaikéd Aiktuo NATURA 2000.

Nature enchants, surpassing every creation
made by man. Hence, there is a collection of
rainbows, created on rocks, mountains and
hills. It took thousands of years for them to
be created. Long before man appeared, the
nature sculpted patiently its “sculptures?,
writing its own history with stone. In the
centuries that followed some of our geologi-
cal monuments inspired mythology, but also
equally attracted scientists from around the
world, as these “natural creation” are
considered to be of global research interest.

The Management Body of Chelmos
Vouraikos since September 13th, 2009 is a
member of the European Geoparks Network
(EGN) and the Global Geoparks Network
(GGN) under the auspices of UNESCO. The
major elements of interest are the important
geodiversity, the impressive landscapes, the
important flora and fauna species and also
the remarkable and unique historical and
mythological tradition. The ecological value
of the region regarding the flora species is
immense, with high level of endemism and a
considerable number of local endemic taxa.
Remarkable is also the fauna of the area,
including a significant number of insects,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
These species are part of the global biologi-
cal heritage and this justifies the character-
ization of the area as a “reservoir of biodiver-

sity” and its entry into the European Network

Natura 2000.

A journey to
the ancient
myths of
Chelmos
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Aiya Adyia yia 10 pubo...

«O uUBog &ivai Eva KATOTITPO OTIACEVO TNG
aAnBeiag, orrwg 10 Oupavio 16€0 ivai n
avravakAaon rou Pwro¢ rou HAlou, Tou orroiou
01.aKTiVEG O1aBAWVIal EVTOC TwV VEQWY. ATTO TOV
OTTaoUEVO WS KaBPETTTN uag ival duvarov va
OUYKEVIPWOOUWE Ta Bpauouara, Kal va
avaoUVOETOULIE TNV QPXIKN EIKOVA. . .».
MAoUTapxog

«O1 uuBol Exouv éva (wriko vonua. H uuoio-
yia piag uAng eivai n.dwvravn 1Ng 6pnokeia.:
H 6pnokeia eival Evagdwvravog KpiKog e TIC
WUXIKEG OIadIKAOIEG TTOU AEITOUpPYOUV.aveEAPTN-
Ta Kal TTEPA aTTo T1).OUVEIONON, UEOT OTa
OKOTEIVG BAON TS WUXHSY.

Carl Jung
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O1 pUBol ival Téoo naAioi, 6co Kal n IoTopia
Tou avBpwrnou..Eivar pia {wvravn didackalia
yia TNV avBpwRATNTA anod TNV auyn TG
Unap&ng Tng Kai EPNEPIEXELOAN TN BIWPEVN
Tng euneipia. Eivalr n npo@opikn peradoon
TNG GUANOYIKNG PVAUNG, TNG EPNEIRIAG Kal TG
YV@ONG O€ Jia EMNOXN AOU aKOa ol
avBpwnIVEG KOIVOTNTEG OEV. £XOUV avanTuEel
TNV QIAocOo®ia Kal TIG EMOTNHEG. O1
MuBoloyikoi hpweg Tou NapeABOvTog
S1aTNPOUV TAV:@TOUIKOTNTA TOUG, AAAA
TAUTOXpova YivovTail TUnol Tou avBpwnivou
NEMNPWUEVOU KAl NAPAdEIYUATA TWV OXEGEWV
Tou avBpwrnou pe Toug Oeolg: O kabévag
pnopei va Bpel ' autoug KATI MOU va Tov
ayyicel;- v Nicw Kal NEPa and autoug
Bpiokerar To KOBOAIKO Kal MayKOOUIO OTOIXEIO
TG avOpwrivng Unapéng.

H puBoloyia, pe Tnviévvola Tou CUVOAOU TwV
HUBIKWOV NAPadOoewyY EVOG Aaou, nou
AVapEPAVTal oToUG Beolg, OTOUG NPWEG Kal
oTn dpdon Toug, KATEXEI NAVTA pid 1I81QiTEPN
©€on oTnV NOANITICHIKN KARPOVOUIG TOU
avBpwnivou yévoug aveEapTnTweg
KOUAToUpag kal npoéAeuong. MdaAioTa, o
nA\ouTog Tng puBoloyiag avrikaTonTpiel Tov
nAouTo evog Aaou.

‘OMo1 o1 Aaoi €xouv Toug 8ikoug Toug puboug,

povo nou ol apxaiol ENAnvVIKoi puBol givai
nAacpévol apiotoupynpaTikd. lowg yr' autd
TNV JuBoAoyia pag Thv KAaTaTdooouv oThv
puBicTopia.
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A few words about the
myth...

“The myth is a broken mirror of the truth, such
as the rainbow is the reflection of sunlight,
whose rays are refracted within the clouds.
However, it is possible to gather the fragments
of our broken mirror and reconstruct the
original image...”

Plutarch

“Myths have a vital meaning. The mythology of
arace is its living religion... Religion is*a living
link with the mental processes that operate
independently and beyond consciousness,
through the dark depths of the soul.”

Carl Jung
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Myths are as old as the history of man. ltisa
living teaching for the mankind since the
dawn of its existence, and includes all its
lived experience through time.

It has been the oral transmission of collective
memory, experience and knowledge at a
time when the human communities had not
yet developed the philosophy and sciences.
The Mythological heroes of the past maintain
their individuality, but at the same time they
become types of human destiny and
examples of human relationships with the
Gods. Anyone cansee in them something
that canrelate to, while behind and beyond
them lays thé universal and global element of
human existence.

Mythology, in the sense of all the mythical
traditions of a nation; referring to gods,
heroes and theiractions, always holds a
special place in the cultural heritage of
humanity regardless of culture and origin.
Indeed, the “wealth” of mythology reflects
the wealth of a nation.

All nations have their own myths; however
the ancient Greek myths are uniquely crafted
in-a marvelous way. Perhaps this is why
Greek mythology is considered half myth and
half history.




To vepd oTOUCG apxaiouc
XpOvoug |

[a 1o Aéyo auto Tipoucav Ta VEPA WG
BeoTNTEG, TIG Onoieg NapdAAnAa, {ntolucav va
e€eupevioouv. AmoTunwveral otn puboAoyia,
oTn PIANocoia, oTn Bpnokeia, ota Nen Kal
€01pa Twv Aawv. ANoTe eEupveital wg
OedTnTa KAl AANOTE BewpEiTal MNyn wNG Kal
EVEPYEIAG, MOU XapiZel dUvapn Kal KaAn
uyeia. ANEG QOpPEG To VEPO nMpooTaTteUeTal
ano BgoTntec. lNa Tn onpacia Tou vepou
uiAncav Kai o1 apxaiol EAAnVeG @IAGCO®OI.
Eniong O Aeovdpvro vra Biviol HeAETNOE TO
VEPO TOCO WG ENICTAPOVACG 60O Kal WG
KaAAITExvng. To BewpoUce «OxXnua Tng
@UoNG» NAPONOIAZoVTAG TO POAO TOU UE
auTtdév Nou naicel To aipa yia To CwWPa Pag.
‘Opwe 6roieg kail av givar ol NONITICHIKEG TOUG
, OONEG, TO VEPO AMOTEAET ACTEIPEUTN MNYN
'"lj Bl duvapung kal wng: kaBapicel, Bepaneuel,
S A avavewvel Kal dlacpaliel Tnv aBavacia. H
m aBavaoia Kal n aiwvia {wn NTav 1o Jeyaio
e OVEIPO TOU avOpwrou ano Toug apxaioug
Xpovoug. H AaxTdpa Tou autn Tov €kave va
WAxXVEIRAAA Kal Va CUVEXICEl pEXPI onugpa

. .o“'

"“ﬂ va gpeuvd yia 1o eNi&ipio Tng aBavaciag. lNa

\!’f‘j‘ Toug apxaioug ‘EAAnvEG TO Mo ovopacTo
S eNiiplo nTav-Ta vepd TnG 2TUYOG.

MuBoi kar ©pUAol yia Ta

“Yoara Zruyog... O poBepdeg

NoTaNog Tou Adn

Ta "Yoata Z1uyég eival ol INy€G TOU NoTApoU
Kpdbn og uwopetpo 2.100 p. oto XeAuo. Oi
MNEPICOOTEPOI EXOUPE AKOUGE! yia Ta JUBIKA

“Yoéara tng 2TUuyog, Ta VEPA Tou PoPBEPOU

noTapiou rnou SIEPPEE oTov KATW kéopo. H
>T10ya nTav pia-gofepn BedTnTa, N
MEYaAUTEPN KEpNTou Qkeavou Kal TNG
TnBuog, Mou €ueve oTa TApTapa, oTnNV
naywvid, nopovWPEVN and Toug AA\oug
B©goUg nou dgv Tn cupnaBoucav. lNa Ta
«YOaTa TNG 2TUYOG» OTO XEAMO, KAvel Adyo
Kai 0 ‘Ounpog atnv «IAidda». O Heiodog Tnv
NEPIYPAPEI WG “NPWTOTOKN KOPN TOU
QKkeavou PE Tn YOPYA-PUPOVEPIA, Th HICATA
ano Toug aBdvaToug, Thy TPOPEPN Th 2TUYa”.
2 uppEeTeixe otnv Titavouaxia naipvoviag 1o
p€pog Tou Aia. Eneidn BonBnoe 1o Aia othv:
Tiravouaxia Tnv KAAEoE Pe Ta NAIOIATNG. TO
Znho, 1n Nikn, To Kpdrog kai Tn Bia otov

‘OAupno. Ekei katolkoUoE pakpid ano Toug

BgoUg o€ avdKkTopa Nou Ta. TpIyupIav
navuywniol Bpdxol.

O natépag Twv BEwV yia va TNV-TINNGEI, OPIOE
va divovTal oTa OIKA ThG VEPQA Ol Mo PoREPOI
6pKol TwV BEWV Kal Twv.avepwnwv. Kabe
@opd nou KAmnoiolBeoi' katnyopouviav yia
weuTid, 0 Aiag €otelve Tnv Ipida, Th pTEPWTN
ayyYENIOPOPO Tou, va PEPEI VEPO aARO TN
JUGTNPIMON auTn NNyN o€ €va oTapvi, ano
orAn Tou peyaAUtepou aloyou. Navw-and 1o
VEPO Ol KaTNYOPOUPEVOI TPEUOVTAG
opki¢ovtav. O1 eniopkol B€oi TiuwpoUvTav PE
oAU Bapi€g noiveg. [Na €va xpdvo Euevav
APWVOoI Kai papalwpévol, Xwpig auBpocia kai
VEKTaP. EmnA€oy, yia d\Aa evvéa xpdvia
anopov@vovTav and Toug dAAoug Beoug Kai
€£XAVaV Ta NPOVOMIA TOug, EKTOG and TNV
aBavaocia Toug. . ‘Evag TpopepdG OPKOG Nou
@OPICE Beoug kal BvnToUg aAG Kal mou
O€ixvel og pag néoo Kakod Bswpoucav ol
apxaiol pag npoyovol To YEua.
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The water in ancient times

R prehistoric era, we can see that the ancestral
» people wereraware of both its vital impor-
tance and its incredible power. For this
reason water was worshiped as deity, which
they wanted to stanch. This'is reflected in
mythology, philesophy, religion, morals.and
customs of many different nations. Some-
times water is praised as a deity, and
sometimes it is.considered a source of life
and energy that gives strength and good
health. Alternatively, the water element is
protected by deities. Ancient Greek philoso-
phers have spoken for the importance of
water.'Leonardo da Vinci studied water both
as a scientist and as an artist. He considered
that water was “the vehicle of nature" and he
would compare the role of water with that of
blood for our body. Despite the different
cultural setups, water.is an endless source of
strength and'life: it cleans, heals, refreshes
and ensures immortality. The immortality and
eternal life were the great dreams of man
since ancient times. This desire made him
looking -and still continues- for the elixir of
eternal life. For the ancient Greeks the most
famous elixirwas the waters of Styx water-

Styx waters the most important spring of

Krathis river, at an altitude of 2,100 m. in .
mount Chelmos. Most of us have heard of
the mythical Styx waters, the waters of a
mythical river that was flowing down to the
underworld. Styx waters are mentioned by
| Homer in “lliad”. The Styx was a dreadful
divinity, the eldest daughter of Oceanus and .
Tethys, who lived in the cold Tartarus,

isolated and despised from all the other

Gods. Hesiodos refers to Styx as the “eldest

daughter of the Ocean with the rapid flood-

tide, hated by the immortals, the terrible the

Styx”. She participated in the War of the

Titans taking the part of Zeus. Because she

helped Zeus during the War he invited her

with her four children Zealous, Victory,

State and Violence in Olympus Mountain.

There she lived away from the Gods in

palaces that were surrounded by high rocks.

or |
&y % We find the importance of the vital role of | Styx waters. The fear'ful %
3 f&F#’% water in the myths of many nations. Travel- | river of Hades... 5%,
A LN ling through time and going back to the '
O ‘“4“ v .)

Zeus, the father of gods, in order to honor
her, decided that at Styx waters were to be
given the most sacred and fearful oaths of
man.and Gods. When a God was accused of
lying, Zeus sent Irida, his winged messenger,
fall. to bring water from Styx waterfall in a jug
made of a horse’s hoof. The accused of lying
was swearing to tell the truth.shivering over
the mythical water. The perjurer gods were
punished with severe sentences; for a year
they were deprived of their voice and they
would not be allowed to have nectar.and
ambrosia. For another. nine years they were
sequestered from'the other Gods-and lose all
their privileges, apart'from their immortality.
A terrible oath which frightened Gods and
mortals'and shows how evil lying was
considered by our.ancestors.
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DPIKTEG TIUWPIEG EMIONG NEPIPJEVAV KAl TOUG
OvnTtoug nou 6a napdpaivav Tov OPKOo ToUG
oTa vepd Tng 2Tuyog. O Ounpog napouciddel
Tnv ‘Hpa va Aéel “pdptupdg pJou n yn Ki o
nAaTug oupavog Nou anAwveTal navw anod Ta
Ke@AANIa 0acg Kal n 2TUya nou Ta vepd Tng
KUAoUv and wnAd péoca otn yn”. ‘EAeyav nwg
Kaveva {wvTavo ov Oev ENPOKEITO va (NCEl
€dv €nive and 1o vepod auTtd. H duvaun kai n
OeppoKpacia Tou vepou NTav TEToIA MOU
A€yave 611, To yuahi, ol KpuoTaAlol, Ta ARAiva
ayyeia €¢onadav poéAig Bubifovtav ¢' auto,
aM\olwvovTav Ta JETaAAa akoun Kai o
dpyupog Kal 0 XpUoog, Kai To KEXPIMMAAPI,
povov ol ONAEG TwV AAOYWV Nou Oev gixav
néTaia dvrexay, yi' autoé ol B€oi 1o Emivav
U€oa o€ KUNEAA PTiIaypéva anod ornAn
aloyou. Ta Udara Tng 2TUYOG CUVOEBNKAV PE
Oe0NoyYIKEG Kal PINOCOPIKEG IBEES, ONWG
auTeg anod 1a EAeucivia MuoTtnpia Kai Tig
Opoikég do&aaieg yia Tn yetevodpkwon . Ta
VEPA TNG 2TUYOG, avaBAudav ano Tnv IEpn
nnyn Tng. To &va B€kaTo anod autd Ta vepd
ATAV MPOOPICUEVO YIa TOV OPKO TwV BEWV
«Ta dM\a evvid Qidwvouv oAdyupa oTn yn Kal
UoTepa, xUvovTtal oTn 6dAacca
OoXNUATICOVTAG POUPNXTPEG, KAl TO VEPS Mou
nEPTEI anod 1o Bpdxo €ival yia Tijwpia Twv
Oewv».

O1 uUBol, 01-OpUAoI aAAAG Kal N IoTopia
EVTUNWOIAZOUV TOV EMICKENTN Kal MPOKAAoUV
TOUG IoTOpIKOUG gpeuvnTteg. MNipw and 1o
EVTUNWOIAKO Tomnio TG 2TUyag €xel oTnOEi pia
10160pop®Nn puBoloyia. O1 apxaiol nicteuav OTI
OTO ONEio Mou NEPTOUV Ta VEPA TNG 2TUYAG
NTav ol NUAeG Tou Adn S14TI GTO CNUEIo AUTO
undpxel avolyha nou odnyei oe onnAid. O
Maucaviag xapakTipIoe Ta vepd TNG ZTUYag
Oavatnedpa yia Toug avBpwnoug kai Ta {®a.
H povadikn BgdTnTa nou pnopouce va
npooeyyicel dgoBa Tn >TUya kai va
HETAPEPE! pnvUpara Tou Aia Atav nlpida, n
PTEPWTN AYYEANIOPOPOG TOU. TO XpWHA TwV
VEPWV TNG Polddel va gival yaupo, kabwg
auTd yAeipouv To Bpdxo npiv NECOUV and
WnAd.

‘Epwta, unoxpewOdnke and Tn Jdva Tou v

la To xpwua autd AéyeTal 0TI KANOTE N B€d
Anuntpa, yia va Eepuyel ano Tov MNMooesidwva
Mou TNV KUVNYyoUOE, JETAUOPPWONKE CE
@opdda. Otav ouwg KaBpePTIOTNKE oTa
VEPQA TNG 2TUYOG, anod Thv onoia NEpVoUoE,
Kal €I6€ N6CO AGXNUN NTAV, TO KATAPACTNKE
va paupicouv.

2 € QUTNV OPKIoTNKE 0 ‘HAIOG va IKavonoIncel
KABe aitnpa Tou yiou Tou Pagbovta, pe
C’II'IOT€7\€0|JCI va |JI:1V |JI'!0p€I va T(,)U qpvnlweel TO ...;_-«M
dpua Tou, To onoio o dneiPog VEog odAyNce
ad€&la npokaAwvrag To 6dvaro Tou.

2Ta vePA TN 2Tuydg €Aouce n Nnpnida
©¢€T10a TO YIo TNG AXIAAEQ YIa va MAPAEIVEI
aBdvarog, apnvovTAag Tov JE Eva TPWTO
onpeio, TNV pTEPVa an' érou Tov kpdrtaye. H
Wuxn waxvovrag va Bpel To Taipl TG, ToV

AppodiTn va kouBaAnoel vepod anod Tn >Tuya.
Ekei nTav pia and Tig Tpeig NUAEG Tou Adn...
Ané Ta vepd Tng Bpnke Tnv €Eo0do and Tov
‘Adn otov lNavw Kéopo o HpakAng drav ixe
katéBRel yia va mdoel Tov KépPepo. Ekei o
Oduococgag nepiueve To vekpd pavtn Teipecia
yia va kaBodnynaoelTny nopeia Tou. Kard Tov
MNauocavia o Méyag ANéEavdpog
OnNANTNPIACTNKE anod 1o 2TUyIo “YOowp, apou
TO AMIE, EVW Ol adEPPEG TOU, AOUCTNKAV. PIE
auTé To vePO Kal €yivav abavareg. O
[MAoUTtapxog eniong ava@Epel wg pia anod TIq
©pulolpeveg atieg Bavatou Tou M.
AAeEdvopou Tnv Nndon and autd To VEPO.

Horrible punishments also waited the mortals
should the violate their oath in the waters of
Styx. Homer presents Ira to say “may my
witness be the earth and the wide sky that
lies over your heads and the Styx whose
waters flow from above into the earth”. It is
said that no living being would survive if they
drank from this water. The power and the
water temperature were such that the myth
says that all the glass, crystals or clay pots,
would brake once they were immersed in it.
Even the silver and gold and amber were
destroyed, and only the hooves of horses
with no petals remained intact. This is why
the Gods would drink this water using only
cups made from hooves of horses. The Styx
waters were linked to theological and
philosophical ideas, such as the Eleusinian
Mysteries and the Orphic beliefs of reincarna-
tion. The waters of Styx are gushing from a
sacred source. “One tenth of these waters
were destined for the oath of the Gods. The
rest surrounds the earth and then, pours into
the sea, forming whirlpools, and the water
that falls from the cliff is for the punishment
of the Gods”.

The myths, the legends but also the history
of the area impress the visitors and challenge
the historic researchers. Around the impres-
sive landscape of Styx waterfall a particular
peculiar mythology has emerged. The
ancients believed that at the site of Styga
waterfall was one of the three gates of
Hades, because of an opening that leads to a
cave. Pausanias described the waters of the
Styx fatal for humans and animals. The only
deity that could reach without fear in order to
convey messages from Zeus was lIris, his
winged messenger. The color of the water
seems to be black, as it licks the rock while
falling from above. For the color it is said that
once upon a time goddess Dimitra, trying to
escape from Poseidon who reflected her
image in the waters of Styx. Appalled be how
ugly she was, she cursed the waters to
become black.

To these waters Sun swore to satisfy every
request of his son Phaethon, and as a result
he could never refuse him his chariot; the
young and careless Phaethon drove to his
own death... In the waters of Styx the Nereid
Thetis bathed her son Achilles in order to
turn him to immortal, holding him by his heel.
This heel that the waters never touched,
remained vulnerable and infamous as
“Achilles’ heel”. The Soul searching to find
her partner, Eros, was forced by his mother
Aphrodite to carry water from Styx waterfall.

From this waterfall Hercules found the exit
from Hades back to the Upper World when
he went.in'to Hades'in order to catch
Cerberus, the three-headed dog.In this
place, Odysseus waited the necromant
Tiresias to guide him for his quests. Accord-
ing to Pausanias, Alexander the Great was
poisoned by this mythical water while his
sisters bathed in it and became immortals.
Plutarch also mentions the consumption of
Styx’s water, as one of the legendary causes
of Alexander’s the Great death.
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To 6pog XeApdc

O XeAudg, n Apodvia 6pn, UPWVETAl GTO
avaTtoAiké TuApa Tou vopuou Axaiag, evd
eloxwpei kal otnv Kopivlia. To uyoueTpod Tou
@Tavel Ta 2.355 p. kal anoTeAei Tnv TpITh CE
Uyog opoocelpd Tng NeAonovvnoou (UETA Tov
TatyeTto kai Tnv KuA\nvn). H opooceipd
ovopalZotav Apodvia and Tnv apxaidTnra,
€V N ovopaacia XeAuog eival cAaBIKNG
MPOEAEUCNG KAl ONHAIVEI XIOVIOPEVO Bouvo.
Ta Apodvia 6pn nepiBdAovTal and Tnv
KuMnvn ora avatoAikd kai 1o MNavaxaiko
6pog oTa BUTIKA, EVW VOTIA CUVOPEUOUV LE TO
Maivalo. Bopeia kataAnyouv otov KopivOia-
KO KOAMO. 2Tnv MEPIOXN TOU 6poug PpickeTal
n Aipvn ToiBAoU, evw OTIG WNAEG KOPUPEG
(2.050 p.), Bpiokeral n ENoxikA aAmikn Aipvn
MaupoNipvn, nayeTwdoug NpoEAEUan, N
povadikn aAnikn Aipvn Tng FeAonovvnoou.
Ano Tov XeApo nnydadouv noAAd uddriva
peupara, ye onpavTikéTepa To Boupaikd
notauo, Tov Kpdén kai Tov Apodvio.
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To TnAeckonio
“ApioTapxog”

21n SeUTEPN WNASTEPN KOPUPNH TOU XEAUOU,
™ Nepaiddpaxn, gival EyKATEGTNPEVO TO
pEYaAUTEPO TNAECKONIO TwV BaAkaviwy, o
“Apioctapxog”. To TNAECKOMIO AVAKEI OTO
EBviko Aotepookoneio ABnvwyv kal
gykaividoTnke 1o 2007.

©ewpeital €va and Ta nio nponypeva
TEXVOAOYIKA ThAeoKSMIa Thg Eupwnng. ‘EXel
Tn duvaToéTNTa TNG YPNYOPNG EVAAAAYNG
OTOXEUONG, GE MOAU PIKPO XPOVIKO SidoTnua

Kal .n AeIfoupyia Tou anaitei cKoTelvo oupavo.

KataAutiké péAo yia Tnv emAoyn NG
TonoBeoiag €nai&e To yeyovog Nwg autn n
neploxn gival ano TIG OKOTEIVOTEPEG MEPIOXEG
otnv EANGGa kar Tnv Eupwnn. ‘Exel ndpel 1o
6vopa Tou anod Tov Apictapxo Tov 2 duio (310
n.X. - nepinou 230 n.X.), EAAnva actpovopo
Kal pabnuatikd Tng apxaiétntag. Eival o
MPWTOG KATayEYPAPMEVOG AvOpwog o
ornoiog NPOTEIVE NAIOKEVTPIKO HOVTENO TOU
HAlakoU Yuotnhpartog, B€rovtag Tov ‘HAio Kai
ox17n 'n, oT0 KEVTPO TOU YVWOTOU

2 upnavtog. O1 10€eg Tou nepi AcTpovopiag
O€V €ixavV YiveEl apXIKA ANMOdEKTEG Kal
OewpnOnKaV KATWTEPEG and EKEIVEG TOU
ApicToTéAn Kai Tou NToAgpaiou, Ewg dTou
avayevvnonkav ENITUX®G Kal avantuxénkav
and Tov Konépviko nepinou 2000 xpovia
uETA.

«...I'n kiveital yupw ard rov HAIo o€ KUKAIKN
TPOXId, TTOU OTO KEVTPO TG Bpiokerar o HAIog.
H ogaipa rwv amAavwy actépwyv, mou
Bpiokerar aro idio k€vipo ue Tov HAlo, givai
1000 UEYdAn, WaTe 0 KUKAOS yUpw QT Tov
OTT0I0 TTEPIOTPEQETAI N ' ATTEXEI QTTO TOUG
arrAQveic aoTEPES, 00O ATTEXEI TO KEVTPO UIaG
o@aipag arré TNV EMPAVEIA TNG... »
ApioTtapxog o Zapiog (310 n.X. - nepinou
230 n.X.)

Mount Chelmos

Mount Chelmos, or Aroania mountain range,
rises in the eastern part of the prefecture of
Achaia, and penetrates in Corinth. Its altitude
reaches 2,355 m. and is the third highest
mountain of the Peloponnese (after mounts
Taygetos and Kyllini). The mountain range is
called Aroania since ancient times, while
Chelmos name is of Slavic origin and means
Snowy Mountain.

The Aroania mountain range is surrounded
by mount Killini to the east and mount
Panachaiko in the west, while to the south it
borders with mount Mainalo. The North
boundary ends to the Corinthian Gulf. Lake
Tsivlou is one the mountainous lakes of the
region, while in the high peaks of mount
Chelmos (2,050 m.), lies the glacial alpine
lake Mavrolimni, the only alpine lake of the
Peloponnese. The major rivers that spring
from mount Chelmos are Vouraikos, Krathis
and Aroanios rivers.

pwTo: Opog Xehudg | photo: Mount Chelmos

“Aristarchos” telescope

On the second highest peak of mount
Chelmos, called “Neraidorachi’, is installed
the second larger telescope of Europe,
“Aristarchos”. The telescope belongs to the
National Observatory of Athens and it was
inaugurated in the summer of 2007.

It is considered one of the most technologi-
cally advanced telescopes in Europe. It has
the ability to quickly switch targets and its
operation requires a dark sky. The main
reason for selecting Neraidorachi for its
installation is that it is one of the darkest Y 1
areas in Greece and Europe.

The telescope is named after Aristarchus of
Samos (310 BC - about 230 BC), Greek
astronomer and mathematician of ancient
Greece. He is the first recorded person that
proposed the heliocentric model of the solar
system, placing the Sun, not the Earth, at the
center of the known universe. His theories
were not accepted at first and he was
considered to be an inferior scientist
compared to Aristotle and Ptolemy. His
theories were regenerated and further
developed by Copernicus, nearly 2000 years
later.

: A

“The earth revolves about the sun in the
circumference of a circle, the sun lying in the
middle of the orbit, and the sphere of the fixed
stars, situated about the same center as the
sun, is so great that the circular orbit of the
earth is as small as a point compared with that
sphere”.

Aristarchus of Samos (310 B.C. ¢ 230 BC.)
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Y. To @apayyi Tou BoupaikoU |
0. |
| { 1 To 6vopua Tou PapayyloU PvnPoveUEr TN |
& BouUpa onpavtikn néAn TnG apxaidtnTag fnou ‘
- R NPWTOCTATNOE oTNV iIdpucn TG AXAIKNG ‘
| { - >upnoAiteiag. O pubog GuwG, BENEI TOV '
*‘ i HpakAn va tpafd yia paxaipid pe 1o onadi
vy Tou oTn B€on «[16pTEG» KOBoOVTAG oTa dUO TO
Bpdxo rMou Tou EKAEIVE TO MEPACHA YIid va i
A7 @TAcEl Kat’ dMoug otov EupucbEa, kat’
\%' AaM\oug otnv ayannuévn Tou BoUpa tnv K6pn
F \ Tng EAIKng nou ayanouce o HpakAng kai i

dvoi&e To nEpacpa yia va PTacel KATw oTh |
©d\acoa kail va Tn CUVAVTACEI.

2 TG 6XOEG TOU UNAPXEI OMNAQIO Nou, KaTtd
TNV puBoAoyia NTav pavTeio, aPIEPWUEVO
otov HpakAn. EKei ol mpookuvnTEg €pixvav
: Toug aoTpaydAoug Kail didpalav Toug
i xpnopoug otoug lNivakeg Tng Nvaong, 6nwg
| Toug anokaAoucayv. ‘Evag dA\og pubog
OUVOEETAI JE TNV JAXN TWV OEWV UE TOUG
Tirdveg. 210 enPANTIKO @apdyy! Tou Boupaik
oU, Aégl o pUBog, cuvavtnenkav ©eoi Kal
: Tirdveg yia va avapetpnBouv. Meg orov axo
TNG auPipponng NAxng, EKei mou ol ©€oi
KIvOUveuav va karatponwOouv, KateépOace
BonB6g Toug n XTUya, Mou OpIle Ta vepd TG |
@oBePNg Nnyng Twv Apoaviwv, TOU GNUEPI-
voU XeAuou. Me 6nho Tig BpoxEg Kai TIG
KaTalyidoeg, n aTUYEPNH KOpn Tou Qkeavou
OUVETEAECE WOTE VA AMOKAIVEI N UAXn UNEP
Twv Bewv.
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OwTO: Papayyl Boupdikdu 8éan MopTeg | photo: Vouraikos gorge site Portes
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O Boupdaikoc notauog Kai o
OdovTwToC GIdNPOdPOOC

To gapdyyl Tou BoupaikoU BpickeTal aTov
VOO Axdiag Kal anoTeAEl TOV PUGIKO XWPO
PONG TOU OJWVULIOU MoTapou nou To dl1aoxi-
Cg1. 'Eva notdui nou nnyddel and Tov Epupav-
B0, KovTd oTo XWPI6 NpPIGAIBoG, Kal EKBANEI
oTo Alako®Td. EKTdg and Tov notaud, 1o
@apdyyi diacxilel kal o OdovIWTOG C1BNPO-
dpopog, e apeTnpia To AlIaKo@TO Kal
TepuaTiopd Ta KahaBputa. Mia cidnpodpopi-
KN ypapun he Tn Beapatikétepn diadpopn
TwVv BaAkaviwv. >& €va Ta&id1 nou diapkKei pia
wpa, To TPeVAKI Tou OBovTwToU KAAUNTE! Pia
andoTacn 22 XINOUETPWY. TNV ApXalidTNTA O
norauég ovoualdétav Epacivog. To évoud Tou
TO o@eilel otn Boupa, Tnv K6pn TnG EAiKNg
Tnv onoia aydnnoe o HpakAng. O notapog
SlaoxiCel To papdyyl NMAAICIWPEVOG Ao MUKVA
BAdoTnon, andékpnuva Bpdxia, KATAPPAKTEG
Kal ornnAIEG. O O8ovTWTOG CIBNPOOPONOG
€ival €pyo Tou Xapihaou Tpikournn. O oxedia-
OMOG TNG YPAPMNG €YIVE and YAAoug
TEXVIKOUG. 2T0O £PYO ANAcXoAndnKav Kai
rnoAAoi Italoi epydTeg, nou gixav Tnv euneipia
TWV OPEIVOV CIONPOOPOPWY TWV AAMEWV.
Noyw 6pwc Tou ducnpdoiTou E6APOUG Kal
TWV MEVIXPWV TEXVIKWV NECWV TNG EMNOXNG, TO
OMo eyxeipnua anodeikvuoTav MoAuU nio
dUokolo an’ 6,11 apxikd unoAdyiZav ol
UEAETNTEG. To €pyo BewpeiTal -aKOuN Kal e
Ta ONPEPIVA OEDONEVA- KAOTAOKEUAOTIKOG
dBAog. 21 10 Mapriou 1896 10 TpEvo
MPEAYPATONoiNCE TO NPWTO TOU SPOUOASYIO.
And 10 20083 péxpr 1o 2009 npaypatonoinén-
KE PICIKN AVOKATAOKEUN TNG YPAUMNG, TWV
YEPUPWYV, TWV TOUVEA Kal €ylve napalapn
KavoUpYIwV UnepoUyXpoVwV AUTOKIVNTANA-
Ewv.

O OdovTwToc ci1dnpodpopog AlakonTou -
KaAaBpUtwv Kkal n yovadikn diadpopun Tou
p€oa and 1o @apdyy! Tou Boupaikou
rnoTapou anoTeAolvV €va ano Ta wpaidTEPA
@UOIKA a&loB€aTa TG XWPag HAG.
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Vouraikos Gorge |
1
The gorge is named after Voura an important '
city of ancient times that played a great role |
in the foundation of the Achaean League.
The myth, however, says that it was Hercules |
that cut through the massive stones of the |
gorge, at site “Portes”, using his sword in
order to unblock his passage. One version of
the myth says that Hercules wanted to reach
Eurystheus while another version claims that
Hercules cut through the mountain-in order
to reach his beloved Voura, daughter of Eliki,
who was waiting for him by the sea, at the
Corinthian gulf. In the riverbanks there is a
cave that according to mythology was an
oracle dedicated to Hercules.

There the pilgrims threw aphrodisiac stones
and read the oracles in the Tables of Knowl-
edge. Another myth'is linked to the battle of
Gods with the Titans. In the impressive
Vouraikos gorge,‘Gods and Titans met to
battle. During the fuss of the indecisive
battle, when the Gods were to be
vanquished, Styx arrived to their aid. Taking
control over the river, the rains and storms,
the fearful daughter of Oceanus turned the
battle in favor of the Gods.

Vouraikos river and the
Rack Railway

Vouraikos gorge and the homonymous river
are located in the prefecture of Achaia. The
river-springs from mount Erymanthos, near
the village Priolithos, and flows down to the
town of Diakofto. A scenic rack railway
passes through the gorge with daily routes
that start at Diakofto and end at Kalavryta. A
railway line with one of the most spectacular
routes of the Balkans. The trip lasts approxi-
mately one hour and the train coversa 22 km
distance.

In ancient times the river was called Erasi-
nos. lts current name derives from the myth
of Hercules and his beloved Voura. The river
runs through the gorge surrounded by dense
vegetation, cliffs, waterfalls and caves. The
rack railway was constructed in the time of
Charilaos Trikoupis. The line was designed
by French technicians. Many Italian workers
were employed in the project because of
their experience with the mountain railways
of the Alps. Due to the inaccessible terrain
and the poor technical equipment at the
time, the whole project proved much harder
than what was originally anticipated. The
project is considered - even by today's
standards - a great achievement. On March
10th, 1896 the train made its inaugural
journey. From 2003 to 2009, there was a
radical reconstruction of the line, the bridges,
the tunnels and also of the trains. The rack
railway of Diakopto - Kalavryta and the
unique route through the gorge.of'Vouraikos
River are one of the most prominent and
unique natural attractions of our country.




DOPEAS AIAXEIPISHS
XEAMOY-BOYPAIKOY
MANAGEMENT BODY OF
CHELMOS-VOURAIKOS

14 pwrto: Ta Apodvia 6pn | photo: Aroania mountain range
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Me Tn ouvepyaaia Tou Kévtpou MepiBariovTikig ExTraideuang KAemopiag-AkpdTag
EA\Nnvika keipeva: Ntiva KigiAou, SackdAa-vnriaywyog
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